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VINDICIUS LIBERIUS: 

O R, 
M. Toland^s Defence of himfelf, 

Againft the late 

Lower Houfe of Convocation^_ 

and Others; ,0^'^%^ 

WHEREIN \'\. /■• ■ J i^ 
(Bcfides his Letters to the Prolocu^^^^^i^^^ 
Certain Paflages of the Book, ^^ ^ 

Intitul'd, 

Ghristianity not Mysterious^ 
are Explain^, and others Corre£led : 

WITH A 

Full and clear Account of thcAuthors Princi- 
ples relating to CHURCH and STATE ; 

And a JUSTIFICATION of the 

WHIGS and COMMOAWEJLTHSMEN, 
againft the Mifreprefentationsof all theirOppofers. 

Ddt Feniam Corvisj vexat C E NS V RA Cohtmbas. 

Juvenal. 

Being (I hope) releas'd from that irkfom and unpleafant work 
of Controverfy aniWr angling about Religion^ I mall now turn 
xny Thoughts to fomthing more agreable to my Temper. 

jirchhijhop Tillotson. 

LONDON: 
Printed for Bernard Linton at the Poft-Houlc next 
the Middlt-Ttrnflt-CttttiviFleetfirett. M.DCCU. 
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I. 

AfTER my Return from 
Germany I was very cu- 
rious to know what had 
bin printed in my Abfence ; 
and gueffing by the Englijh 
Pamphkts I faw in Holland thzt 
there were a great many pub- 
lifht befides, 1 order'd my Book- 
leller to fend me *em all Home, 
and was amaz'd to perceive 
vvhat a Task I had on my Hands. 
Som related to the Commons^ 
Ibm to the Lords^ fom to the 
new, and foiii to the old Mini^ 

B /y: 
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firy : but none of any Sort were 
near fo numerous, or written 
with greater Heat and Spirit, 
than thofe relating to both 
Houfes of Convocation. I 
was defervedly Surpriz'd at fe- 
veral Things I met in the laft ; 
but in thofe which juftify'd the 
procedings of the lower Houfe^ 
what made the deepeft Impref- 
fions on me was tofindthemoft 
Reverend the Anhbifho^ of Can- 
terbury^ and the right Reverend 
the Bi/hops^ blam'd for doing 
nothing agalnft heretical, im- 
pious, and immoral Books, or 
protecting fuch from Cenfure ; 
and that they had particularly 
Screen'd my felf from I know 
hot what perillous CircUm- 
ftaiices, tho His Grace and their 
Lord/hip are all Strangersfto my 
Perfon, and, 1 verily believe, as 
far from the Principles imputed 

to 
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to me by others, as any the moft 
orthodox Members of the loxoer 
Hotdfe. I met with feveral In- 
ftances in my own Time, and 
read of a great many more, how 
far the Force of Intereft, Paf* 
(ion, or Defign will carry Peo- 
ple to afperfe their Adverfaries, 
to vilify their Perfons, and to 
render their Principles or Inten- 
tions fufpeded, without more 
Regard to Senfe or Probabili* 
ty, than they commonly have ' 
to Juftice or Truth : but Icon- 
fefs this to bs one of the har- 
dieft Attemts of the kind, and 
yet I ouglit not to be ftartPd at 
any Thing they have don a- 
g^mft me, after the Strange U- 
fa^e which the Bljho^s on feve- 
ral Accounts have received at 
their Hands. 
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II. 

BUT fince the Publiflier and 
the Compilers of the Narrative 
of the Procedings of the lower Houje 

have reprefented me as the Au- 
thor of an Atheifitcal and Detefi- 
able Book, which is to make me 
an Atheift and deteftable Per- 
fon ; and that the writer of The 
Expedient proposed affirms, that 
Pag. ii.iny Lord ^(^o/? c/' Salisbury had 
. too great an Influence on the upper 
Houfe to Screen me^ left: he Jhou'd he 
complain d of next ; I ow that 
Deference to the World, and 
that Juftice to my lelf, as to 
give a particular Account of this 
Affair : for tho I am not fo coiv 
fiderable feven in my own Opi- 
nion) as to think the Public 
fliou'd be trobrd about my 
Sentiments or privat Concerns, 
yet fince certain Perfons, for 

Reafons 
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Reafons beft known to tliem- 
felves, have thought fit to make 
no fmall Stir al3out Me, and to 
reprefent me in very diflerent 
Colors, fomtimes as the Head 
and fomtimes as the Tail of a 
Party ; at one Time as a Man 
tobecontemn'd, which yet they 
feem to fear (hou'd happen, as 
well by the Number as the Viru- 
lence of their Anfwers ; when 
they are in another Humor, I 
muft ftraight be transform'd 
from a Pigmy to a Gyant, a de- 
ftrudive Monfter whom Church 
and State muft jointly confult 
by what Means to difarm or de* 
ftroy ; and left the Bijhops 
might think the DifcufTing of 
my Kook . below their Confide- 
ration, the Narrative of the lower pag.53. 
Houfi aflures Vm that the Caufe 
tvas worthy their Endeavor. But be 
it which way they w ill,that I am 

B 3 as 
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as little or as great as they wou'd 
have me, yet conceiving my felf 
to be publicly wrong'd and af- 
perft,Equity and Law allow me 
the Benefit of a public Defence, 
tho myEnemies may add to their 
Crime by denying me a public 
Reparation. To reflect on Men's 
Perfons when we oppofe their 
Errors is not only exprefly con- 
trary to the facred Precepts of 
the Chrifiian Religion, but alfo 
to the common Diktats of Rea- 
fon, and below the Dignity of 
human Nature. We are rather 
oblig'd to make the moft candid 
Conrtruftion of their Defigns, 
and if their words admit of a 
double Senfe, ("which is hard to 
be always avoided in any Lan- 
guage) we ought to allow the 
feireft Interpretation of their 
Meaning, This is the practice 
of thofe who really love and e- 
^ fteem 
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fteem the Truth, who labor for 
the Reformation and not the De- 
ftruflion of their Adverfaries : 
for 'their Intentions can never be 
good who feem apprehenfive 
left thofe they attack Ihou'd be 
able to juftify themfelves, who 
aggravate their Errors or eji* 
pofe their Opinions under odi* 
ous Names, who wiredraw their 
Expreffions to Things that were 
never in their Thoughts, who 
change 'em with Coulequences 
they rejed or did not torefee, 
who accufe 'em of impious 
or feditious Dcligns, who Ibl- 
peft theplaineft Apologies they 
can make, and difcover a hidden 
Poifon in their words even when 
they are of their own prefcribing 

III. 

WERE I d i fpos'd to fpea k i n- 
decent and unmanly Language 

B 4 on 
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on this Occafion, I needed not 
to read our Plautus as Milton 
is faid to have often don the bet- 
ter to rail at Salm asius, I needed 
to go no farther than thofe very 
Pieces which have bin publiftit 
on Behalf of the lower Houfe ; for 
if you confider the Dialed in 
which they treat thofe of the 
other Side, and what they po- 
iitively or by Implication lay to 
their Charge, you wou'd not 
imagin you were reading Books 
that related to the Conftitution 
of any Church in the world,much 
lefs that were written by Di- 
vines againft Divines, by the in- 
ferior Clergy againft the Bijhofs 
thettifelves, or fuch as efpous'd 
their Caufe and appear to have 
their Approbation. You meet 
in every Page with the Charge 
and Terms of libelling^ calum- 
ni^ting^ be/mattering^ VetraSiion^ 

and 
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and Slander ; of Partiality^ Dif: 
ingenuity^ Injincerity^ Falfefyinz^ 
and Frevarication ; of Rudmejs^ 
IJntnannerlynefs^ Ignorance^ Dif- 
rejpe&^ of too much Affurance^ 
and want of Modefly ; of faffe 
or partial Quotations^ Mifreprefen^ 
tations of Matters of Fa6l, Infi- 
nuaiions againft Som as Betrayers 
of the Church, againft others as 
mere Tools ready to fay or do 
or write any Thing for Prefer- 
ment ^ and the Difiontents of 
thofe are not forgot who are 
angry at their Difappointments ; 
there are little pitiful Stories 
plainly told or obfcurely hinted ; 
Ibmtimes they rake into the 
Pedegree , mean Beginning , 
Youthful Slips, or common In- 
difcretions of their Adverfaries ; 
and, in a word, you meet with 
a Treatment and llile that abun- 
dantly favor of this World,, ^md. 

haVe 
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have not the leaft Rellifli of 
Heaven. But nothing Scanda- 
Jifes me like certain bafe and 
low Expreffions,as when Doctor 
Kennet is made to perfonat a 
Quack-Doftor or Mountebank 

Pag. 34. in the Remarks ufon the Temper 
of the late Writers about Conm^ 
cations : and in the fame Book 
is very intelligibly ( I will not 
fay how truly or gentilely j 
call'd a mercenary Dog ; for 
what elfe can be the Meaning 
of thefe Words ? He was nfolvd 
to write for Himfelfy and againfi 
Som Body. Whether Mr. Atter- 

Pag. 47. BURY or Som one elfe had fallen in 
his Way^ his Teeth were alike ready 
Set to f often upon any one^ at whom 
his Majiers Jhou'd think fit to play 
him. Tho thefe Gentlemen pro- 
fefs to be Chriftians^ and that we 
know 'em to be Dimnes^ytt they 
fomtimes plainly forget of what 

Spirit 
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Spirit they are ; and I hope their 
Doftrin may gain more Friends 
to the Churchy than I am fure 
fuch L-anguage or Examples e- 
ver can : For my own Part,how 
much foever I am provoked, I 
fhall not indulge my Paffion, 
nor Sandify Malice by their Au- 
thority, having learnt to for- 
give my Enemies, and being 
perfuaded that the Caufe of 
Religion the leaft of all others 
needs the Aid of Force or Ca- 
lumny to Support it 

IV. 

I SHALL therefore to the beft 
of my Knowlege fairly relate 
what concerns my felf in their 
Writings, pleading my Juftifi- 
cation where I think I am in- 
jur'd, and ingenuoufly owning 
my Miftakes where 1 am con- - 

vmc d 
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vinc'd there's Reafon for fo do- 
ing. In the beginning of March 
170?, I was inform'd by com- 
mon Fame that the lower Houfi 
of Convocation had appointed a 
Committee to examin Books 
lately publifht againft the Chri- 
fiian Religion or the eftabliflit 
Church of England. Som peo- 
ple feem'd mightily pleas'd with 
this News on my Account, ex- 
ulting beforehand at the Cenfure 
I was fure to incurr, and pofi- 
tively telling what it (hou a be 
with the Confequences of the 
fanie, long e'er it became the 
Subjeft of Debate. In nothing 
on Earth did there more ap- 
pear the Spirit of a Party, ef- 
pecially if it be conlider'd that 
the Perfons who fhow'd their 
Zeal and Joy on this Occalion 
were not more remarkable than 
their Neighbors for Knowlege 

or 
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or Praftice, and that they were 
moft if not all of 'em abfolute 
Strangers to me. Som little 
Time after, I heard indeed that 
two Books of my Compofition 
were under the G)nfideration 
of that Committee, wherupon 
I did immediatly write a Let- 
ter to the reverend Dr. Hooper, 
Dean of Canterbury^ and Froh- 
cutor of the lower Houfe of Cm- 
'vocation^ either to give fuch Sa- 
tisfadlion as fhou'd induce 'em 
to ftop their procedingsf, or 
defiring to be heard in my own 
Defence before they paft any 
Cenfure on my Writings. This 
Letter (v/hich I underftand to 
have bin only privatty fliowfl. 
to fom of the Members ) was 
varioufly'reprefented. Som faid 
it was a rude and menacing 
Piece, maintaining the Sociritim 
Hercfy, and fit to be burnt-witft 

the 
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the Book, if not with the Au- 
thor: others reported that it 
was a direft Submiflion, a mean 
Complyance, and a very hum- 
ble Recantation. Now fuppo- 
fing it had bin a Submimon, 
(tho I knew no Obedience to 
be due to them, and was igno- 
rant with what Errors they 
charged me ) yet none of my 
Adverfaries ought to have bin 
difpleas'd at it, unlefs they were 
forry left by fo doing I ftiou'd 
efcape thofe Inconveniencies in- 
to which my Obftinacy might 
bring me ; and none of the 
Clergy ought to reflect on any 
Man*s Retracting as a mean 
Compliance, fince Recantation 
is all the Inquijition it felf re- 
quires, and that the preaching 
of Repentance is at leaft half a 
Clergyman s Bufinefs. But that 
eVrCjry Reader may^judg which 

• ■■ of 
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Vindicius Liberius. 1 5 

of the two Reports were better 
grounded, or whether Neither 
of 'em had any Ground at all, 
here follows the Letter it felf 
for their fatisfadion. 

V. 

For the reverend Dr. Hoop- 
er, D, of Canterbury, and 
Prolocutor of the lower 
Hot^e of Convocation. 



Reverend Sir^ 

IN the Poft, which you fo' 
defer vedly Supply, tis no 
Wonder if you are often ad- 
dreft by perfons (a§ I .am)' 
wholly, unknown to You ;. tho ' 
Fame has made jsie ^no Stran^^ 
ger lb- yovtr great .Leaxditog"' 
attdi Moderation. -1 hawbtn" 
, iflforxA'd .by i Several vPeopfci,^ 

' that 
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that the lower Houfe of Convoca- 
tion has orderM a Committee 
to examin what Books have 
bin lately written or publifht 
again ft the Chrifiian Religion 
and the three Creeds^ or to this 
EfFedl ; and that, among ma- 
ny others, two Pieces, wher- 
of I am the Author, are now 
under their Confideration. 
That in thofe Books there may 
be fom lingular Opinions, and 
fuch as are not authorized by 
the common Approbation, I 
will not deny : for I had not 
only the fame Liberty with 
all others of writing in'a free 
Contry, but might alfo make 
what new Difcoveries I was 
able towards the better under- 
ftanding of Religion, of Law, 
of Hiftory, or any other Fa- 
culty. And indeed He trifles 
extremely with the World, 

' who 



Viniicius Liherius. i y 

who is not convinc'd, that, 
at leaft, he makes Things 
clearer than they were ; if He 
explodes no vulgar Errors, 
detects no dangerous Falk- 
cies, nor adds any ftronger 
Light or Proof to what was 
generally receiv'd before. 
Thofe and fuch like are the 
real or pretended Motives of 
all Authors, of Divines as well 
as others ; and they actually 
advance new Notions^ Expo* 
Jitions^ and Hypothefes ih their 
Books every Day, without 
being decry'd for their Inno- 
vations, or fufpeded to un- 
dermine Religion. Tis ilot 
to be fuppos'd therfore that 
the Conmcation is difpleas'd 
with me for differing fom- 
times with others ( which I 
can fhow the moft emin^ht of 
' their Members to have don ) 

C 'but 
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but for writing, as it's given 
out, againft the ChriSlian Re- 
ligion or the Three Creeds. 
The Truth of this Charge I 
pofitively deny, or that there 
IS any Reafon or Color for 
it in any of my Books. 
Christianity not Mysteri- 
ous cannot relate to the three 
Creeds^ fince it do's not treat 
particularly of any Article ; 
notwithftanding that fuch as 
never faw it are made to be- 
lieve it directly attacks the 
Trinity^ and openly defends 
the Socinian Principles, which 
the Author has always be- 
lievM not only to be falfe, 
but alfo wholly groundlefs 
and ridiculous. As for the 
Cmftian Religion in general, 
that Book is fo far from calling 
it in Queftion, that it was 
purppfely written for its Ser« 

* vice. 
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vice, to defend it againft the 
Imputations of ContradiSion 
and Obfcurity, which are fre- 
' qnently objeQed by its Oppo- 
fers. There is nothing blame- 
worthy in this Defign, nor 
might any Perfons to be angry 
, with me f6r profeffing that I 
■ nnderftand the Chrifiim Reli- 
gion, how mySitrioui foever it 
may feem to them : and, I 
am fure, the better any Man 
^ .(xjmprehends a Thing, the 
-^i mbre He has ft) Ciy for it, ; and 
the greater Keafons to believe 
' it! Sora Paflages in my Book, 
' which were dilputedj I have 
''BJiplain'd in an Afology a- 
* part : and were my Principle 
' erroneous or my Performance 
' infulficient, yet my Intentions 
' were Sound and Orthodox. 
'As for Amyhtor, every Bo- 
' dy knowshow Mr. Blackball 
. C 3 ' drew 
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drew me in to write it, when 
no fuch Purpofe had ever en- 
tered into my Head before. 
This Book confifts of Matters 
of FafiF, and fom Obfifvations 
on them. The VaBs are all 
or moft of them collefted out 
of the Fathers of the Church , 
Men for whom the Clergy pro- 
fefs a great Veneration, and 
the heft Editions of their 
Works have bin made or pro- 
cur'd by Divines. What lies 
difperft and fcatter'd in thofe 
Volums, is neither better nor * 
worfe being extraded and laid 
together in their natural Or- 
der. But if the bare Quo- 
ting of Fa&s be any Fault, I 
may pretend, I hope, to as 
good Quarter as Mr. Dod- 
WELL ; not that I wou'd pro- 
mote any Cmfure againft that * 
worthy Perfon, but that what 
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is not reckoned amifs in him 
may not be thought ctlminal 
in Me. But the Faff/, I may 
reafonably fuppofe, are not 
likely to be made an Obje- 
ction to any Body ; and 1 have 
even convinc'd my A dver fa- 
nes that by the Spurious Pieces^ 
mentioned in Milton's Life^ 
I did not mean any Books of 
the New Tefiament. Tis con- 
feft I have Ihown fom Confe- 
quences which have bin drawn 
from the pretended Sacred 
Books^ of which I have given 
a Catalog in Amyntor; but 
that I approve of 'em there or 
any where elfe dos by no 
Means appear. On the con- 
trary^» in the Sixty-fifth Pagc%' 
i affirm that it had much more 
becom Mr. Black.ha*.l'j Pro- 
feffion tO: appear better acquainted 
.with thefiJ^hiags^ ^nd commend" 

C j ' 'ai> 
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in my own Vindication, ha- 
ving bin openly traduc'd to 
the honorable Houfe of Com- 
mons. For many important 
Reafpns I have firmly refolv'd 
never hereafter to intermed- 
dle in any religious Controvert 
Jies^ but to keep my felf (as 
now I am) very cafy and 
contented ; ^ovidtd always I 
be not confirairCd ( as before ) 
to. write in my juff: Defence , 
vphich I JhaU think my felf more 
obliged to do in Relation to the 
Animadverfions of a publiq Bo~ 
rfy, than (igainfi any pri<vat Per- 
Jon how conjiderable fiever. 
There is nothing lefs equit- 
able or mpre inette6tual than 
condemning of Books by 
wholefale, without ^fligning 
the particular Places which 
COntradi^ Religion, the Laws, 
^ 9r gopd Ma»ner?i.: I cou'd 
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eafily (how the ill EfFefts of 
fuch Procedings in. Convocati" 
ons and other ecclejtafiic Jffem* 
blys in all Ages, were I not 
fure that you underftand the 
Hiftory or thefe Things much 
better than I ^n pretend to 
do. I have colleAed occafi* 
onally in my Reading fuch 
Pailages as relate to the ex- 
punging, caftrating, fup- 
preffing, burning, or other 
Ways of cenfuring Books a* 
mong the Heathens , Jews ^ 
Chrifii'ans , and Mahometans ■: 
And were fuch Materials di^ 
gefted into a Vojum on this 
Subje6l, to reprefent the Mat- 
ter at one View to the Rea- 
der, the World wou d be a^ 
ftoniftit at moft of the Cir- 
cumstances / \vhich convinces 
me that the lefs of this is 
jpraj^s'd.th? bet;ter it is, and 

# ' * more 
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more for the Honor of Reli- 
gion. This I fay not with 
Regard to my felf, being pre- 

ar d for whatever happens ; 

ut were it becoming me to 
advife a Perfon fo much my 
Superior in all Refpefts, t 
wou'd defire you to counte- 
nance as little as may be a- 
gainft others a Thing which 
has aU the Appearance of Se- 
verity to make the Party o- 
dious that ufe it, and none of 
the intended EfFeds to reconr 
cile or intimidj^t, but rather 
to provoke their Enemies. 
There are other Methods 
more juft and reafonable to 
fecure the eSiabliJht Religtan^ 
of which I own mjr ielf a 
Member ^ as fielding it after 
due Confideratibn to be the 
beft in the World, tho in ma- 
ny Refpefts^^ comirtg fliwt of 

# ' Per- 
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Perfe6tiofn. It will not be, 
long before I have OfmoftiU-, 
nity to aoquaittt the Ptifellc^ 
with my Reafatis for chi^ Pi^- 
feffion,both to undeceive thofe 
who are fle^d to qutftion, 
my Relisi«tt lit generil, at^, 
boaufe I adhet'd td flo pe^tt-, 
liar Society before, but OiAy 
occafionally join'd with ail.' 
Fnteftants indifFerentiy^gftirtftj 
the Sa^f ftitiott, Idblatf y, and , 
Tyraikny: <jf • l^(f^ery. But rtdt 
to digrefe, ^hm this L^^t^ 
is but too prolix already, trio 
the Convocation pretends to no 
Authority DT)er M^-s Perfons, 
yet, if you think fit to inti- 
mat yoiif Defite d afiiy far- 
ther Satisfaction in thefe Mat- 
ters^ . I , fl?all jeadily wait on ^ 
yoti wher^^r you pleafe to 
appoint me. In the mean 
Xime, 1 hope you'4 attribute 
Oi it * nothing 
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nothing I have fa id to any 
;reater Aflurance, than what 
ought to have of my own 
Innocence and your Juftice. 
If I have bin mifinform'd a- 
bout the Procedings of your 
Houfe, I beg Pardon for gi- 
ving you this Troble; but 
if the Matter of Fa^ be true, 
I have don no more than is 
neceflary. Wifhing therfore 
a happy G)nclufion to the De- 
terminations of that AJfembly 
where you make the greateft 
Figure, lam, 

Rfverend Sir^ 

Your moft humble Servant, 

Jq. Toland. 
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VI. 

TO this Letter the Prolo- 
cutor was pleas*d to fend me a 
(hort Anfwer, containing, that 
my Information was true about 
the Committee, and that they 
had com to fom Refblutions a- 
bout my Book which they were 
expefted to report fuddenly : 
that his Buiinefs was to manage 
the Debates of the Houfe, and 
to moderat any Difputes that 
might arife about wording their 
Queftions ; in which Cafes, i^ 
he might be capable, he con- 
dues with his Offers to ferve 
me. As well therfore to jufti- 

t' my fel^ from the different 
eports about my firft Letter, 
as to leave th^m no Color or 
Pretence of not fully underftan- 
ding my Defign, 1 thought fit 

after 



qo Vinikius Lih&rm. 

after due Confideration to fend 
him this fecond Letter. 





Kewerend SiT^ 

ITHANKFUtLyac- 
koowl^e the civil Qfr^ 
fersi Ml youi: Aufwar ; offfdld 
J diQebt[bicf<>tef t>f your Juflikre^ 
jlh/Q I ^HwrMMpretend norTitle 
to y<mv Fayor . either by 
Fneodfljip or Merit. But you 
feeip.;j3©'mift3ke my Defigij^ 
for I wr^te to yoju as'a public 
Ferfba, m Order to communi- 
c^t my Letter to the Affembly 
lOver which, you prefide, or at 
leaft ,to the Clbiijmitjtee : that 
in fo doing I might give 'em 
full Information and, Satisfadi* 
on; or, that if they proceded 
to any Cenfure^ it flioii'd: be a 
Part of my Defence, My Ret 
folutions of Silence about thefe 

^or 
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or the like Matters for the fa* 
tijre are honeftly meant , and 
were fixt a long Time before 
the Meeting or the CommatU 
on^ as fom ^rfons of great 
Worth and Honor can teftify; 
This is all that cou'd be ex- 
pefted from one who canj^t 
be brought to recant thofe Er- 
rors which he never held, how 
ever uncharitably imputed to 
him by others^ As the Defe- 
rence I paid to the Convocation ■ 
is no more than their Due^ and 
the fartheft imaginable from 
Soothing ; fo I hope no Body 
takes for Rudenefs, what t 
was ob|jjg'd to fay in n^y own 
Vindication. Flatteryj is %9 
much below m^, as it i^JaW^ 
me to ojenace : but iti D^ai- 
ing plainly within the Bounds 
of good Manners, lean q.e- 
ver difpenfe with my felf. 

The 
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The fpace of a Month (halt 
convince the World of my 
sincerity in performing what 
I promis'd yoii with Refped 
to the eftabliJBh Churchy which 
I really think to be the beft 
nationalGjnftitution onEarth^ 
and admirably futed to our ci- 
vil Government: and if my 
Judgment in this or any other 
Cafe may be thought of any 
Weight, it is more becoming 
me to declare it now, than at 
iny Time of my Life before. 
But referring to what I (hall 
* publifh on this SubjeCfc, I de- 
iire the Favor of You to im- 
part this and my fosmer Let- 
ter to your Houfe^ if they 
continue refolv'd tp cenfure my 
Books. And for the reft. I 



!^ J^ Anglia libera, tell. 14. 
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; queftion not but you in par- 
ticular will ad anfwerably to 
your great Character, in Pur- 
fuarice of your Truft^ for the 
Intereft of Reli^on, the Ho-i 

^ nor of the Church of England j 
and with no ill Intentions' to- 

m 

' wards. 

Reverend Sir^ 
xeUr moft humble Servajit^ 

Jo, Tolaiwii 



\ ' 
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■ tt AyiNG, m^H'i ^ {Ail:, 

fwer to this Lemt ( which ,i^ 
now underftand w?.$ no mor^ 
Gbmmudicated to t}LiQ,:Moufi 
than the Other 1 1 took, it for 
granted that t h^d-,, gge^ *em; 

D iritire 
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intire Satisfad^ioH both as to 
my Writings and Principles. 
And who wouM not halve 
thought fo ? for I cou'd not 
imagin I had to do with Ti- 
berius, or fuch other Tyfantsl^ 
who proeede with no Regard 
to the Juftice of the Caufe , 
but only aim. at oppreffing and 
condemning the Perfon accus'd. 
Nor was 1 to look on the lower 
Hmfe of Convocation as on the 
PiDpi/h Inquifitjion^ tho even in 
tlia% inhuman, execrable, and 
Artkhriflian Court, a Man is 
always allowed to be heard at 
his own Defire. Neither did 
I dream in the leaft but that 
my Letters had bin iindei» the 
Gonfideration of the Houfe^ &> 
fyr was I from fufpeSiing they- 
were accidentdllt- o^ advif^ly 
fupprefti ;^ 1 ^took- alh-the Steps 
on ray- Me^-^atfcou'd h& ex-: 

'-" peeled 
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Jjefted or demanded. The De- 
fign of my Book was contro-' 
verted, I plainly declar'd it; 
My Faith in general was que* 
i^ioh'd) I profeft it to be the 
Ckrifiian Religion ; and ther^ 
being a Doubt what Comniu-i 
tlioti I prefer'd) I owii'd it td 
be that of the Church of Etig-* 
land. But ill Cafe thefe Aii- 
fwers might hot give full Sa* 
tisfadion, 1 offered perfonally 
to appear iii their Aflembly^ 
whith indeed was itiore thanr 
they cOu d require by Jjaw, yet 
being voluntarily offered by me^ 
they Gou'd Uot pretertd to run 
any Ri^k irt aceeptitig It. Ha^ 
viB^ therfore riever heard 
iSrOM thfem ifterwardsj ;Im4dei 

ii^^Dbttbf btft/aU this Cohtro^ 

ved^'Was fiSpM^f ^t ah End^ 
zti& th^f I TOU*d"hbt h^r agai'd 
©f^ thefe M^tteft^ iexcept by the 

D 4 Gen* 
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Congratulations of my Friends^ 
that the Members or the lower 
Houfe , being uiideceiv'd ftt>m 
the falfe Reports and perveffe 
Glofles of my Enemies, had 
fet me right, with . their Bre- 
thren in the Contry, as in Ju- 
ftice and Charity they were 
bound to do. 

VIII. 

,' BUT, to my extreme Sur- 
• prize, in ^^ciudng the Narrative 
drawn up by Order of the 
l&merHouJe^ I found, that, with- 
out any Regard to my Letters j 
they had proceded fo far as, to 
diBW ^ Reprefentation againftme 
to the upper Houfe^ and to fend 
to their Lordfljtps certain Po- 
fitms th^ h^d co^demnM in 
the Book intitul'd, Christia'ni- 
TY NOTiMYSTBRipas, In ; the 

-..•■■• J Nar<» 
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Narratwe it is call'd a detefiable Pag.$i. 
Book, and the Publiftier more 
than once terms it Atheifiical '''■'*'* 
Now, 'tis well known the Book 
has bin examined by the late 
learned Lord Bi/hop of Worce^ 
fterj by Mr. Norris, Dr. Paine, 
Dr. Browne the prefent Pro- 
voft of Dublin College, by the 
Author of the Occajional Paper^ 
by the Author of the Gentleman's 
Religion^ by Dr. Beverly, by 
Mr. Beckensall of Oxford^ and 
others'^ of thefe fome taxt it 
with Forms of Speaking out of 
the common Road , others 
thought it favor'd Socinianifm^ 
and a very few charg'd it with 
Principles tending to Deifm : 
but not one of 'em ever fpoke 
of difcovering Atheifm in it , 
when neither; the whole Dif- 
courfe nor any Part of it can 
have any Senie or Meaning, 

D 3 but 
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but as they are foiuided on 
the Being of a Deity. People 
pught to be very tender and 
rcferv'd in accufing a Man of 
pny Thing that manifeftly tu^ns 
to his Difadvantage ; blit ma- 
king one pafs for a Traitor, a 
Parracid, or Murderer, are no- 
thing, even in the Eys of the 
World, to charging him with 
Atheifm : for fuch a Perfon is 
not pnly juftly lopkt iipon j^s 
one that has no Reafon or Re- 
fledlion, but likewife as under 
no Tyes of Confcience, of Ob- 
ligations or Oaths, when he 
has an Opportunity of doing 
Mifchief ; and fo not to be 
trufted in any privat or public 
Capacity, fiefides that, a great 
iijany People , when they are 
Confidently told by thoie on. 
ivhbfe Judgment and Sincerity 
th^y depend (fuch as their Spi- 
^ ^f i- • ' ■'. '• ritual 



I ♦ 



l^indicim Liber ius, 3 9 

ritual Guides) that any Man is 
an Athsifi^ they prerently con- 
clude him guilty of all thofe Im- 
moralitys which they take to be 
the natural G^nfequsnees of 
hfe Opinion, aAld without fur- 
ther Exaiiiination they aftaally 
cfiarge him with all the ill 
Thttigs that com into their 
Ifeads. This is taken on Truft 
by othens, and fo let the Per- 
fonJbei^inoceflt asa'Qiild, yet 
hisj Vindication' will never pro^ 
bablyi reach f6 maiiy as are pre- 
judiced' agairift him, wherby 
the more ignorant Sort are madfe 
to^ abhor himy and his crafty 
Enemies thus- fecurely gratify 
their Malice or Revenge. 
3ii> rtO"' maftht for Truth ^ ca- 
luPmiat' floutly;y farAthing: wiU 

J *: i>'4i 1X.P 
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IX. 

I COU'D produce many 
Inftances to this purpofe from 
the antient Fhilojophers ; the 
Jffeatben Priefis reprefented the 
frimithe Christians as AtbeiSs 
both ia Do^in and Pra^ice, 
and the People at their Infti- 
gation treatol 'em as fuch ; the 
firft Reformers^ with their fol- 
lowers, met with the feme un-: 
juft Meafure from the PapiSts ; 
and, at this prefent Time, whejqf 
the Inquijitors can make no other 
Accufation good againft theic 
■Prifoner, they take Care to 
Charge him with Athei^ical No-» 
tions and the moft enormous 
Crimes, wherby he's ftraight 
f ondemn'd by the public Voice, 
and all Men's Ears are ftopt a> 
gaipft any Thing th^t can be 
r ' faid 
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(aid for one they conceive to be 
fuch a wicked Wretch. God 
forbid I (hou'd think thelnten- 
tions of thofe who ftil'd my 
Book athei^ical and 4eteitable to 
be quite fo bad ; however , 
thofe Epithets carrying '' with 
them fo terrible an Impreffion, 
they fliou'd have confider'd bet- 
ter before they made ufe of 'em. 
But in their Excufe, and to my 
Comfort, the . Danger is not fo 
great in ^ngland^ where the ge-» 
nerality of the People are fb 
well inftruded, and fo cleap-*- 
lighted in all A^airs, as to judg- 
for themfelves, yielding neither 
an implicit Belief nor Obedi* 
ence to any fingle Man or pub- 
lic Society. - Befides that the 
Sowernefs of fom and the Ralh- 
nefsof others in religious Con^ 
troverjies have made this Word 
fb common an Qpprobry, and 

to 
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to be fo thrown out at Ran^ 
d<nn on the teaft Difference »- 
bout one another^s Opinions^ 
that it. ordinarily (ignifys no 
more than a Man's being, paf^ 
^onatiy difpleas'd againft thofe 
who difTent &om him, and oh 
fuch occafions it imports as 
inuch as an angry BuEy's call* 
ing every one he meets Sm'^ 
aWhore^ tho it were hifc Bro- 
ther or a Woman. But for the 
Sake of thofe who n^y. lay a 
jreater Strefs oq thisWord,! fo- 
femnly profefs to the World , 
and make my Appeal to Hea-r 
yen, that in writing Ghristi^ 
^NiTY KOT Mysterious, I nei-» 
ther doubted my felf of the 
Wifdom, Goodnefs, or Power 
of God y nor in the leaft. in-» 
tended to bring others into any 
Scruples about his Attributes 
or Exigence : aqdj . wliatever: 

iError$ 
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Errors ^r Miftakes there may 
be in that Treatiie, yet { chal- 
lenge all my Acculer^ ta difco- 
ver any Thing in the fame dl^ 
re^ly or indire^ly, expreft op 
imply 'd^ a^ tending to Mheifm^ 
which I execrate and abhop^ 
ftom the Bottoij) of my Soul : 
or if any of the lower- Houfk 
thought me to be tf uly guilty- 
of this moft heinous w^ alt 
Grinies,^ why WQU d they- not 
hear me at toy own Requeft^ 
when I might either vindicat 
my felf from this foul Afperfii-. 
on, or be throly convinc^'of* 
^o dangerous an Error in^ fuclv 
a ntim^rdus and' learned A0em-^ 
bly qf Divines ? 
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BUT this is aFavor {fh^ o^hP^ 
may call it a Piece of Jufticc ) 

'' -■••' " ■ ■ ' ' wher-^ 
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wherof it feems I was not 
worthy ; and I am afraid, from 
my Obfervation on fom Men's 
Temper and Defigns, that even 
for finding Fault with their pro- 
cedings, and for queftioning 
the Equity or Legality of any 
Thing they have don, I may 
ftill be counted little better thai) 
an Atbeifty at leaft very temcr 
rarious and prefymptupu^ ^s 
it formerly happen'd to the fa- 
mous Monjieur Arnaud * . He 
afHrm'd that having carefully 
perusM Jansenius^s Books, he 
cou'd not find therein thofe 
Propofitions condemned by the 
Pope, tho he himfelf did like- 
wue condemn the fame Propo- 
fitims wherever he met 'em , 



* The frtvincitd Letters^ or My fiery ef JV- 
■^ fititifm^ Lett. I. 
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and wou'd have don it in Jan- 
SENius cou'd he have found em 
there. Threefcore and eleven 
Doffors undertook his Vindica* 
tion, and fom of 'em declar'd, 
that (notwithftanding the ftrift 
Search they had made) they 
coii'd never find any fuch Pro^' 
pojitiwis in Jansenios, biit ma* 
ny that were quite contrary : 
wherfore they earneftly m* 
treated that if there was any 
DoSior prefeht, who had dilco- 
ver'd 'em there, he wou'd be 
pleas'd to (how them ; but this 
they cou'd never obtain. On 
the other. Side were fourfcore 
Secular DoSfcrs aiid about half as ^ 
many Aiendicant Fryers^ who,' 
without ever examining whe- 
ther what Afonfim AKHATiD.di*. 
firm'd . were true oi; falfe,^ con-*: i 
n'd : him as ^emenitrnf. fimj 
4yiiig H: vds. not fnftsfyd ihcfe f 
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Frofijitioni vreire in jANSENitt^, 
fvbm the Bijhop hdd before de-^ 
clar^dibey were there. And wh^ 

may not I, ita any tUat appejtt^ 
in my Defence or Exctife, be 
as well bounted temerarious £ot 
affirmiiig that therb is noAtheiftk 
itt my Book, after it is dedar'd 
tb be there by the jiubliflrer of 
the Narrative , who was like- 
wife a Member of the lowet 
ibufe ? In one Thing the hvet 
Hottfe Has outdon the Sorhonhe • 
for thicre Mmjiear Aunaud^ of 
any 6ther might freely Bif- 
courfey tho they were artfully 
ftinted to half an Hour by thoifi 
who had no Mind they fhou'd . 
have Time enough to juftify 
themfehrer;' but here I was not 
allow'd to fpeak at all.' Theri^ 
is a Thing, I muft obfenre,^^' 
whterin they are botJi agreed^ 
it b^in^g ^iier to find Votes than V 
' Argu* 
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Arguments, and that is toCfiif'' 
SURE : For^ as my Author ob* 
ferves, * the Cenfure how cenfU'^ 
rable Joever it may be in it felf^ 
will for fom Ttme have its Ef" 
fe&. And tho tis certain there 
wiU befi much Pains taken tofiaiP 
its invalidity^ that it witt be at 
lafi difivaer^d ; yet it is true wifh^ 
dB^ that at the Begimmg it vnA 
have as great an Influence over 
rmfi Feeplt^ as if it were the 
jufi^^ Cenfire in the World. It 
MBces that k be publiiht in the 
Newspaper, or cry'd about the 

Streets. Hsw few are there that 
wiW read it ? how few of thcfi 
thaP do read ity vp^ urtd^rftdmt 
it?' how vevy.few' w^' ferceififi 
tBat it aqfipers not thv ObjeSUinis ? 
And wBo'^ do ' yo» think wM 'concern 

: •' J 7: < •■*;■'. ■ : . . ? 'T •• -^ ' 
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bimfiif fi much in the Bufinejs\. 
as to undertake the Examination 0f 
k to the Bottom'? 

XL 

feUT not to digrefs too far^ 
the lover Houfe without any pre- 
vious Conftiltation with the Bi- 
Jho^s^ without expelling the 
King's Licenfi^ and without any 
Regard to the two Letters I fent 
'em, came to formal Refoluti- 
oiis. about Christianity Not 
Mysterious : and on the Re- 
port of a Gomjnittee appoi'nted 
for examining of Books lately 
jvritten . againft the Truth of 
thfeCJbri/?M/2 Religion^ they did j 
about the twentieth of March* 
fend a Re^refentation to th<e Bir: 
Jkopsy praying thf jj_LQdihiEs 

Concurrence to their RefiJutjoQS^ 
Vfiih their Ad'VKe and iOire^iOns 

iofbai 
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txhit ejfe&ual Courje might he 
taken td fitpprep this Book and aU 
6tbir pernitious Books dlreddy writ* 
ten againft the Truth of the Chri- 
ftiati Religion^ and to prevent the 
Publication of the like for the fu- 
ture. Their Refolutions con- 
tain, that, w their Judgment^ the 
fiid ^odk is of pernitious Princi-^ 
pies^ df dangerous Confequence to 
ffe^ Ghriftian Religion^ written 
W a Defign {as they conceive) and 
tiding to fubvert the Fundamen* 
tal Articles of the Chnitizn Faith; 
that ihd Pojitions eztra&ed out of 
it are., together with diver fe others 
bf the fame Nature ^ pernitious ^ 
aan^erms^ Jcandalous^ anddefiru* 
6^eof the Chriftian Faith. Ill 
Anfwer to that Part of the Re-* 
ptefintation which concern'd a 
Certfitre^ their Lordjhips * declar'd 
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(4^il the Eighth) 'That oil 
their confulting with Council 
learned in the Law concerning 
heretical, impious, or immo- 
ral Books, and particularly 
.concerning this Book lent up 
to them from the lower Houfij 
they do not find how, with- 
out a Licenfe from the King 
(which they had not yet re- 
ceiv'd) they cou'd have fuffi- 
cient Authority to cenjure ju- 
dicially any fuch Books : but 
on the contrary they were ad- 
vis'd that by fo doing both 
Houfes of Convocation might in- 
cur the Penalties of the Sta- 
tute of 25. 6i H,^. And this 
Opinion their Lord/hi fs reeeiv'd 
from able Lawyers after defiring 
their Refolution of thefe two 
* Queflions ; Firft, Whether the 

* Ibid. Pag. 113. 
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Convocation's giving an Oplmort 
concerning a Book that is heretifdf^ 
impious^ and immoral^ is contrary 
to any Law ? to which they re- 
ceivM an Anfwer in the Affir-* 
mative : Secondly, Whether the 
Pefition (they had extraded out 
of Christianity not Myste-» 
Rious) were fuch an Opinion as is 
contrary to any Law ? to which it 
was anfwer'd iii the Negative* 
Nor did they content themfelved 
with this Advice, hut they in-* 
quir*d befides what had bin 
* formerly don in fuch Caies^ 
and found that on a Complaint 
being exhibited againft fora 
Books by the lower to the uf^e^ 
Houfe^ in the year 1689, th6^ 
learned in both the Laws were 
of Opinion they cou'd not pro- 
cede judicially in fuch. Matters, 

1- • - I M *"•■■ •■ '■ •' ■"- — ^1 I I' m - I I r T 
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BUT the Narrative affirms 
Pag, 52. that th0 were as far from fri 

fittg to their Lordfhips to cevfine 
the Book judicially^ as they were 
fntn prejumiog Jo to cenfiire it 
themfehes ; and that they de^ 
fir'd not the punifhment of the 
Author. Yet * certainly in the 
Senfi of Mankind ( as the Au- 
thor of the Hiftory of the Cowoo- 
cation juftly obferves) to declare 
adjudgment of certain Pofitions, 
to he femitious^ dangerous^ fcan^ 
dialous^ and deflruBi've of the 
Chriflian Faith : and to com to 
ptfmal Refolutions hereupon^ and 
to fray their Jjordjhifs Concur- 
rence tor thefe Refolutions^ is as 



* ?f ^. pag. 24; >, 
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much a judicial Cenfore as oiu 
Hwfe cm*d pofihly fafs mthout 
the other ; and it u as much aim' 
ing <it a concurrent judicial Cen^ 
fure 9f the whole Sjnocf^ as any 
Wards cou\iv>eU prefiribe. The 

fame Author Taye, that ^ tht 

Rfp9rt firft e^greed on in the Com- 
mittee was much more judicial^ and 
tbat^ before it was brought to the 
Uottfi^ a Mitigation of Judgpunt 
ims obtain'd with great Difficulty^ 
But to evince that it was not 
out of Tender nefs to my Pef-r 
fon, or from a Spirit of Mo^ 
deration;, that they de»y theit 
tiKVing; aim'd. gt a judicial Cen- 
fore^ the •Piibliihev of the 

fhrrt^ive iay s fbff^ were fifficienf' 

hf jdifewnf^d jsom fram 4efiritig^^&'^9' 

the funykmentdthe^r^hor^ from 
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the Reception that the Addrefs of the 
htper Houft met on fuch an Occajion 
in the Tear 1689. Tis from 
Want of Incouragement then , 
and not of Inclination, that the 
Author was fpar'd ', nor did ^ 
certain Gentlemen make a Se- 
cret of what, upon the paffing 
of a concurrent Cenfure, they 
expected fliou'd be don by the 
Farlamenty which they faid was 
wholly in their Intereft, and 
wou'd not ftick at making a 
Precedent to oblige 'em. Sed 
fudetHdc 

'Necfemferferiet qiudfutuiue mn^itur ArcHs. 

The Narriftkfe affirms that had 
»ag-- a judicial Cenfure hin defer* d^ tho 
' fememineptLawyersrvereagainSiitj 
there are others^ perhaps ' as emi-^^ 
hent^ who are of a contrary Op>- 
nton. I doubt -not at -all. but 
there be Lawyers as well as Df« 
VJ^es that are ready to give any 
' ■ ' " . ppi: 
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Opinion to gratify their Ambi- 
tipn or Revenge, which ought 
to be no Argument againft the 
"Ufefulnefs or Neceffity of thofe 
excellent Profeflions, (ince there 
was found a treacherous, falfe, 
and ambitious Brother even a- 
mong the la Apoftlcs. In • 
Charles Ts Reign, we had Law- 
yers who were forcM to flv their 
Contry for advancing the King's 
Prerogative above theLiberty of 
the Subject, and the known 
Laws of the Land. It was a 
Lawyer^ who, intheycari675,, 
"Wou'd perfuade the Houfe of 
Lords that the O^ffe then en-' 
deavor'd to be impos'd for ut- 
' terfy = inflaving thfe Nation '■ to' 
Popitry^itid T^r^njry -was only a 
Moderat Security- to the Church 
Ottd^ Crovw^< tho it imported that 
it-was not kwfuL for- £«^/i/Z»- 
tniii upon aiiy Pretence wliat-' 
• iE 4. foever 
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foever to take up Arms againn; 
the King or thofe commimoi\4 
by him ( which was to f\Vear 
Subje^ion to his Army) and 
that they wou'd not at any 
Time endeavor, the Alteration 
of the Government, either in 
Church or State. In the late 
Reigns there were Lawyers who 
went the utmoft Lengths to 
fubvert our Conftitution, who 
under the Appearance of legal 
Forms favor'd all the vilknous 
Machinations againft our Reli« 
gion and Government , who 
wrefted and perverted the Laws 
againftall thofe whom the Court 
had a Mind to deftroy, who by 
their naufeous and venal Rhe- 
toric, . Scurrility, Threats, and 
falfe Suggeftions, procur'd fom 
of the beft Blood in England to 
be barbaroufly fpilt. C&eftionr 
l^fs fuch of th^fe Men a^. ar§ 
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|ret ^live wou'd be ^adly im? 
plby'd to tx)ndetnn & Authorit 
of any Pieces tbat enpofe the 
arbitrary and extravagant Pro? 
cedings of thofe TimeS) or that 
juftify the Pf itioiple^of thelatJb 
moft happy Revdiutim^ wher* 
by God has mercifully deliveirVl 
Its from the Hands and Tongues 
of fuch fanguinary Monfters* 
Tis no; wiooder if fom irf^ \m 
incourage a Cenfure niow a^ 
g^inft my Book, when ttney hat^^ 
ranguM others out of theiii 
Lives for only writing fuck 
Things in the ; late Reigns as 
never went farther than thtii/ 
Ck^ts, and which are faffici'J 
ently ptbv'd tOd h»^. 1 bin: ooi 
Crimesi by tbe Reverfal o£ theiort 
Attainders under his prefeat 
Ma icily. It is not Scribere efi 
Jgere.vfiik me, for I have not 
only publiftit but own'd my 
1... -'i'.. Booksi 
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Books< But I have no fmall 
Sadsfad^ioD to find thole Men 
no Friends tomyPerfon, who 
were fuch notorious Enemies 
to their Contry : tho I admire 
that any of em fliould offer to 
difcover my Sentiments by the 
old in&mous Praftices of forc'd 
Confequences and Innuendos, 
when 1 am able to give fb good 
and pofitive an Aocotint of their 
wicked Notions in their own 
Words, as they were printed by 
Authority in certain Tryals that 
are not forgot, how much fo- 
ever they may be forgiven. But 
I fhall defpife their Malice, as 
tiie Lenity of the prefent Reign 
has overlookt their Punifhment : 
for tis a true Obfqrvation , - 
Aat 



Nnnqudm 
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XIII. 

■ 

BUT tis fuggefted that the 
£i/hops woU'd do nothing a* 
gainft Books of ill Principles, 
-on which the Authors of .the 
Regdle and the Expedient Pror 
fosU largely infift, nor is it for- 
got by the Publifher and Gom- 
i)ilers of the Narrative. ■ Tht 
Arehbifhofs faying that feveral 
Obftruftions and' Stumbling- 
blocks were laid in theii: way 
to cenfure my- Book , thofe 
words OBfiraSions and &««- 
HinM)cbs^ aire printed in a div 
ftiuCT Chara^i: in the Nrfrrtf- Pag. ^ 
tive^ tho his Graceliereby mpant 
QOtbiii^ ^Ife But ite ^tatut^ bev 
foreinentior\'d,- ofithe irregular 
PjroG^iBgs > of the. low^r Houfk^ 
notwithihndmg tHe Prolocutor^ 
hoping . th^ . S£titnblinghlddis 

were 
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were not of their laying, wher- 
as indeed they plainly were. 
And as if they fearM that this 
Charge of neglecting fuch Books 
in general, or &voring me in 
particular, fhou'd not appear 
popular enough by their Re- 
port, Do^or Jane propos'd that 
there fhou*d be fom Marks or 
Signification in the hdts ci 
Hbdv Houie, that the Jrcbbifiop 
and Bi/hofs Anfwer given to 
them in Relation to my Book 
was infufBcient ; and accord- 
ingly (as it appears from their 

Minuts) they decreed that the Coat- 
mttee Jhou'd in their Anfwer re. 
frefint the ArchbiOiop and Bi» 
ihopV Jnfiver to tbii Book as 
infufficient^ and m6n\i3Lt dnt tbit 
Houfi is not fatisffd ^ncem*- 
ing the Opinion cf their Caimfil 
leatned in the Imd: < And- the 
Piiblifj^er of the Ikttati^ <^6 
;: -.^ that 
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that the Bifhops made ufe of a^%'^^' 
far fetcht Beajon f» dohtp noimng 
mit But this Repre&itation 
of Things will obtain its doe 
Chara^r with all fair and im- 
partial Readers, when it is 
confidei'd that their Lordflnf^ 
a^aOy receiv'd the Charge of 
lite huer Houfi^ they inquir'd 
fi>r Precedeats in the like Cafe 
to regulat their Procedings, 
riiey advisM with able Lawyer* 
about it, and, finding they cou'd 
not judiciaUy cenjure the Book 
themfelves, diey recommended 
the Bufinefs to the Bifiop of the 
Diocefewherin the' Author had 
or fhou'd have his 'Refidence. 
Yet further, they appointed a 
Committee of Bi/hqps to exa* 
mitr it, who reported * that 

thejf hadi found tbereitt feverd dsn-^ 
germs Bfffitkns^ atuLoae in furti>^ 

■ * Hifiwy if tht Com n aim., Pag. 114. 

cular 
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euhr which they lookt on as thi 
Foundation of aU the refi^ of which 
the lower Houfe had not taken 
notice^ wherof in due place. 
I thought my felf oblig'd to 
give this Account by Reafon 
of the Juftice I ow to any that 
is wrong'd or alperft on my 
Account, as well as to fhow the 
candid and ferious Proceding 
of the hi/hopSy who, tis ma- 
nifeft^ had rio perfonal Regard 
to me or my Writings, no In-* 
tereft, F&ar^ or Affedlion to by- 
afs them , and are blam'd in 
EfFed for nothing elfe, but for 
riot proceding in a paffionat 
and arbitrary Manner, againft 
common Equity and the Laws 
of the Kingdom, to the Scan- 
dal of the Reforn^d Religion 
which abhors Perfecution, and 
for not expoling themfihes and 
the lower Houfe to a Pramuniret 

XIV. BUT 
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. BUT to load tht Bijhops m\\ 
with more odium oA my Account 
the Pnblifher of the Narrathe 
fays, that, why their Lordftiips Pag. 19. 
were not as free to give their Opt- 
nim concerning that Atheiftic^l 
.Booi^ of ToLAND, as they vpere 
of a few Words let fall in a Bixk 
writ upon State-matters only^ re- 
fleBing upon the Difpofil of fern 
Preferment , he JhaU not prejume 
to inquire. Th^ Matter of Faft 
is this. Two Days after the 
lower Houfe had made their 
Reprefentation of my Book," 
the Archbijhop did produce ano*- * 
ther Book in the upper Houfe^ 
and after reading a Parij graph 
in the fortieth Page of iheiame, 
his .Grtfce. and the. jeft. of the' 
^i^df/ agreed. th«t the follow^' 
: V ing 
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ing Paper fliou'd be fixt over 
feveral Doors in Wefitttinper 
Abbey. ^ March ai. 170°* 
Wheras this Day a Book, 
intitulM, Efays upm. I. The 
Balance cf Fonver, ]l,TBeRi^t 
of making War^ Peace^ and AU 
Memcei, iil. Vnh/erfil Mmar* 
ckfy ^V was brought into the 
yeru/akmChsifnher^ where bis 
Grace the Arehbt/hp of Canter-* 
bmy^ and the reft of the Suf- 
fi*agan BiJBops of his Province, 
'weie afiembl'd in Ctm/ocatim^^ 
in tfte fortieth ;J*age of which 
-Book are thefe Words, Are 
not a great many of us able to 
p^ mt tofiveral Perfins whpM 
tntbing has recommended to Places 
ofbi^efiTrufi^ and often to rich 
fieneiioes and Dignities , hut 
the open EnmtyvpMi they ha9te, 
tdmqji from their Cradles^ froft 
to the Divinity of Csm^tstf 

ii 
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is delir'd by the faid Archbtjhof 
and Bijhops^ that the Authot 
himfelf, whoever he be, ot 
any one of the great many 
to whom he ref*ers, wou'd 
point out to the 'particular 
Perforts whom he or they 
know to be lyable to that 
Charge, that they may be 
proceded agaiuft in a judici- 
al Way, which will be efteem*d 
a great Service to the Church i 
otherwife the abovemention'd 
Paflage muft be lookt upon ad 
a public Scandal. I (hall not 
prefume, on my Part, to in- 
quire why the Publilher of the 
Nttrratitfe brought in this mat- 
ter oh Occasion of my' Book, ot 
what was his Defign in joyning 
together Things fo widely dif- 
ferent in their Nature. But as 
for any Refpe^ to Feifoiis, of 
Parity in the Subject , the 

F Bijhops 
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Bi/hop are already vindicated 
by hini that wrote the Hiflory 
of the Convocation^ who fays that 
Preface^ tjjeir Loidftiip's Fafer was not 
3g.2o. ^y judging or refohing u^on any 
Matter of Do&rinj but the taking 
Notice of a vile Slander cafi upon - 
the King, and the Church, and 
the Bifhops : nor was it dire&ly 
a cenfuring even of that Slander, 
but only chatttnging the Author of 
it to make it good^ or to let it he 
feput^d a public Scandal. And 
it had realty this EffeB ', for the 
reputed Author never offer"* da W(v^d , 
fo jufiify that Pajfage, 

A. V . 

BUT worfe than alt the Ar- 
tifices of the Publilher of the 
Narrative, is the Motive, v^rhich 
many apprehend did ingage 
fom of the lower Houfe to fingle 
me out from all thofe obnoxi- 
ous Authors wherof they £0 

loudly 
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loiidly Goinplam*d before, and 
whom they made a principal 
Reafon for calling a Con'Oocati* 
at. My Book by their own 
Con^ffion has only a certain 
roifcfiievoUs Tendency, which 
they had the great Sagacity to 
difcofet t but there was a nu^ 
nsepotis Company of other Book^ 
that openly avow'd their De- 
Sga^j^^oimg the Dodrin ci . 
lUe^mkjif with feveral othei? 
Artided of th^ Chr(h, exprefty* 
aivd by Name, fom of 'era re- 
jedisng the Scriptures themlelvei>" 
yettiot a Word^ againft any oJfe 
tbdky tho iift all Men's Jiidg-' 
iiieats^they ought to have pre^' 
cededminey whether we* cobk' 
fid^r their Subjed or the Tina* 
fsi th«»r publicationv ■ 1 coij^d- 

ce^aryi - : «hdr rttutudl *• Thi«a:o ■ 
; • ••' ' ■' F a Meeting 
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Meeting of the Convocation. 
. Dr. Sherlock was to be call'd 
to an Account for Tritheijm , 
Dr. South for differing in 
Terms and agreeing in Noti- 
ons with the SociniansyDr. Wake 
for betraying the Rights of 
Convocations y and other eminent 
Clergymen for unfound Princi- 
ples, negleO: of Difciplin, or 
fom defperat Confpiracy jagainft 
the Church. But when ttey had 
their Will, and a Convocation was 
call'd, all this mighty Noife end- 
ed only in a Deiign againft a 
poor Layman^ Dr. South and 
Dr: Sherlock being join'd in 
the (ame Committee to examin 
his Writings, and on that Occa- 
don were very good Friends : 
tho moft People are agreed it , 
wou'd have don the Church more 
Service either to reconcile the 
Opinions of thefe two Dolors 

about 
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about the Trinity^ or (if this 
cannot be) to declare which of 
them (if either) is Orthodox, 
left the Followers of the other 
perfift in a damnable Dodtrin. 

XVI. 
NOW they muft give others 
Leave to guefs at Defighs as 
well as themfelves , .and ther- 
fore many Perfons believe that 
really and truly the Reafon of 
faUing oh me firft, was to draw 
in thS right reverend the Lord 
Bi/hop of SalUbury afterwards, 
it being apparently invidious 
to fall on his Lordfhip alone, 
and thinking tliey might eafi- 
ly obtain a Cenfu^e againft me, ■ 
without much inlifting on mat- 
ter of Legality or Form ; as- 
thofe who ftrive to break in- 
upon the .toleration level a 11 
thdr Artillery againft the giia- 
kers"^ ^'h^ng fjie \veakeft Se^, ' 

Fg and 
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and well knowing that if they 
can abridg thefe of their Li- 
berty, their Reafons will as 
forcibly extend againft all the 
more confiderable Diffenters, 

Concidit infelix alieno vulnere Toiand. 

Thofe of the .lower Houji ha- 
ften'd the Bi/hops to a Refo^ 
lution in my Cafe, becaitfi (. as 
they fay ) they * vfere at a ft and 
'schat was fit to be don vfitb Re^ 
latim id the other Books under 
their Conjideration ; and yet we 
do not find that afterwards th^ 
meddl'd with any befides 
the Ezpojittpn of the thirty, nine 
Artiiles. The Author of the 
Pag.21. jExpedient frafos^d fpeaks-rout^ 
and fays, that, not difcouragd 
by the Anfiper. they received about 
my Book, theyfiiriherfomphun^d 
ofan.Expofition.if. the Mrtf^mm 
Jxtides-^-r^. d^au that: tber- had 
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Caufe to fufie& that the Author 
had too Efeat an Influence on the 
upper Hoiife in fcreehing me, 
le^ hie Jhottd he complained af 
next. Yet whoever confiJers 
- ttot he wars one of the Com-, 
rtl^ttfee tff Bifhrn who found 
aa:rig^Ou^rontions iri my Book, 
will thltik I have little Rea- 
fbti to thatik his Lordjhip for 
ttiy Favor h^e fhovv'd me on 
thikt Actbuftf. Biit^this botl^ 
Nature atid Religioh oblige tiit 
tScJ 'foi'give, nor will I out of 
awy/ perfonal Difguft conceal, 
wfe I think in- Juftice due ttf 
tlikt Venerable ahd learned Pre^^ 
Ml I worider'd many a Tim^ 
tJdinid iny Dimnes Of the Church 
o/Mrtgkhd ittdufttiious to Vili-^ 
Qr '^cf • 'difcrtdi^ hi§ excellefit' 

M/oify f; MePMMmdfton td i' 

grtiiet, tkgt^Q of Sfite atid' 

Chitaifefy ' tliati • the Pafi^s 

' F 4 them-. 
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themfelves; tho the Sincerity, 
Difintereftednefs, and Accuracy 
of that noble Work continue 
Proof againft the joint Attemts 
of all its Enemies , nor per* 
haps on fo fevere a Scnatiny 
from fo many Hands, and fucb 
different Quarters, were fewer 
Defe<3:s ever found in any Hi-^ 
ftory, and thofe confifting in 
one or two miftaken Names 
and Dates, from the Want of 
Manufcripts or other neceflary 
Informations, but not one O- 
mi0ion appearing to be out of 
fraud or Defign. I am like- 
wife furprias'd to find fo mapy 
People at this Time leflening 
his Services in the late Reigns, 
when it is notorious that for 
his fteddy adhering to the VrO' 
tfSi^nt Caufe, and oppofing to 
his Potwer the Cpnfpiracy 9^- 
gaipft pur Government, he was 
. ' often 
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often in Danger of his Life, 
4efem'4> outiaw'd, and profe- 
cuted to fuch a Degree as ob- 
lig'd him to feek for (belter in 
another State. We all know 
how much he contributed in 
HoUand to the late Revolutiotty 
both by his Intereft and Con- 
verfation the^e, and by the fe- 
veral Tra&s he fent from thence 
to incourage the People here, 
and to warn 'em of their Dan- 
ger ; fo that if Mr. Johnson 
had Reafon to fay that he him' 
felf had l^id the Bridg on which 
the Prince of Orange came over, 
it cannot be deny 'd but Do- 
Gtov Burnet was one of the 
ftrongeft Arches to Support it. 
But bine ifldi Lachrym^e. This 
is the great Crime of boththefe 
Gentlemen ; and the Enemies 
of the prefent Government 
will q^ver fprget 6r forgivie 

th^m 
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them^ n6 more than they'll do 
th6 Buuh^ which ought to in* 
dace its Friends to have Vm irt 

« 

the gf eater Reverence *ifid E- 
fteem : and for my owii Firt, 
I declare that . had the B^^ 
ddn me a particulai* Irt jUry j 
oi? bin guilty of thdfe little 
Stories which his Enemies |»ab- 
lifh and Aggravate with fo muth 
vifible Rancor, i cou'd heattily 
draw a Vail over his hum^ih 
Frailties, and not orily for* 
give but honor bimfot his ^ub* 
lie and extraordinary Services 
to this Chtircb zndNaim\ 

'■ XVH. 

THE Bi% df SdrMn is ntijt 

the only Perfon whofe Zeal 
andi Courage? ag&inft Popity hur 
thej late Reign^^ are now liA* 
gtatefally IdTen-d c^ fot-goe. 

Of thi$ tbe^ falfe and virulent 
Libels agalkft- tbe^ jpreient^ atid < 

the 
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the late Anhbtfi^ps of C^merhu- 
ry are palpable Inftances, not 
to inentiofi fom;bafe Infifrtia- 
tiofi& againf^ both oi 'eai lA the 
Book^ of ' certain A Uthors who 
were utt(!et more than on€; 
Obligation tb defend them. But 
eppofing of' Fopefy at that Titrie 
le^ns notv m Ibm MenV CV 
pinion- to- be no fuch extra*. 
erdinai?y Merit. The Publl- 
fhei? 6f the Narrative acknow* 
leges tHw^^ iw/ a-'ttme vaheh' the P^g'*' 
W&rd Popeiy* carrfd Tetrdr m 
its very Soundi^' and any Oppfffi^ 
ikn thadt to tt had the P&wer of 
Charity io cdver a- Muktitide 6f 
Faults ■: ■'■• btft'^ '- fajrs Bt, that' U Pag- ' 7. 
hm^Jince^ the Charm is -nop- woni 
out''' ■ What-, peculiar Hatdfdt 
oitr Bifhopsf ran of their tA>des 
and. fortunes he cmfeffeshim^f. 
not able- tQjttdg ; bar this he is 
fitre <f^''tmt fhra Ood's- MeY- 

<y 
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cy they have efcapt with boA, 
This Gentleman s own ludi« 
crous and iincpncern'd Way of 
writing, and the Pleas of thofe 
he undertakes to defend, con- 
vince me of -our Danger from 
Popery more than ever. I 
thought the Pains and Expeoce 
of keeping out the late King 
James for fb many Years, the 
renouncing of the pretended 
Prince »f WaUs in all our Adr 
drefles, and the Preparations 
for the infuing War, were in- 
tended to {ss^ us from f<»pery 
as well as from Tirjopnfy but 
all thefe Endeavors muft be 
very needlefs if there's no Dan- 
ger of reftoring Poperf^ or if 
Pifpery be no dang^ous Thing. 
The Hiftorian of the Convoca- 
tim takes Notice; of a Popifii 
Pa&sa Writer who dedicated a Boo^ 
to the Pnkmtw wherin he 

not 
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« 

not only labors to expofe our 
Reformation^ which he charges 
with Schifm, calling it the 
Cr<f nmerwn Hcrefy, and by 0- 
ther opprobrious Names j but 
he alfo propofes an Expedient 
for us to be reftor'd to the d- 
tholic Communion, affirms that 
King James was caft out with 
a Trick, and complains that no 
Proofs are produc d about the 
Birth of the Prince of Wales. 
ThU Booky fays the Writer of 
it in a Poftfcript, was printed^ 
iho tu^ to he publijht but only 
for Members of the Convocati- 
on, But however fuch a De- 
dication might be put upon 
the Prolocutor without his 
Knowlege, yet fince they were 
Co hot. On the Scent of perni- 
tious Books, J have Reafon 
to ask with my Author, Why 
Jiicb a Dedication was not Solemn^ Pa&st. 

b ' 
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If tenmnct and diptmCd in the 
Uwef Hoafe ?: Why the Writer 
ima^ not reproved for infcribing 
fufih a Libel to them ? Wh fim 
Care or other mis Het ttdien to 
tenij^e OfH SuJ^tion of any Tart 
of thf Haufi being ettn&ern^d . hi 
pek Or pubUc Scamlal? . Why did 

th^y not likewifer {ho\^ fom 

Marks of their Difpleafure a- 

&t\n^ another Author ^ a^ Non* 

^ jucant Divine, whp, in bii^ 

a*£^>* tafi jjjf' the R^ale^ propofes our 
entring upon a Treaty with! 
thfit Chvrch oi France^ and fo 
fiintoreconeik om D^eremes afi 
mt I tQr, kinder, mr ; <^ommmiion : 
kgyfottt^^imy thAh the EiigMt 
Coemocfitiort riot being fiijfer*^d to^fitt 
mhih thatiof France i/tfled^ reru- 
derd any Treaty' betmxt.them im* 
fiiraBi0ble^ndtom^ Qttier Things) 
to tiie feme or: a ^^rfe Pub- 
peie. I fhaU notin^uijie how 

thofe 
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thofe. Writers efcapt, when 
fuch a Noife was made about 
me, unlefs it be that Jaco- 
Utes are to be u^'d liw^re ten- 
derly than WMiamitesy that ?o- 
p^ny ba* loft its Terror with 
fom People in good Earmeft, 
qv^ that my Errors were not 
yeal but perfona], their Pr€J»f 
4ices being gjore agajuift the 
Writer than his Book ; whkh 
was likewife my Lord ©£. Sa^ 
turns Gate , as one of theiif 
pw|i Members oMerv'd > poiEv- 
ifig, the * Queftijpn, If his 
i^ifhif ba4 <^axm «^ the thirty 

njpe Articles, whethef tkeywwd 
Expofitipiii? 

C 

• * IJifi^ry.cf the CinvoeMtm^ Rig. 1 1^4." 
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XVIII. 

^ • 

IN the Reprefentatidn of the 
lower Houfi to the Sijhop tis 
defir'd that fom effe^ual Courfe 
may be taken to fupprefs my 
Book, and to ftop'any furthei! 
fpreading of the fame ; when 
there was not one of 'em to be 
found in any Bookfellor's Shop 
~ \n -^England ^ I having refus'd 
toy Confent to make any Edi^ 
tion of it fince the fecond in 
the fame Year with the firft, 
1 696. When I perceiv'd what 
8 Stir was made about it, and 
what real or pretended Offence 
it had given, all I cou'd do was 
not to publifli any more of 
'em ; and fo willing I was 
both to live quietly my felf, 
and to let others in joy their 
Opinions undifturb'd, that^ in 

fpite 
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pite of all Provocations and 

nfair Ufage, I never defend- 

1. the fame againft any An- 

ver made to , it diredly or 

idireftly, excepting my Aj^- 

ly againft the Irijh Parlament^ 

hofe Proceedings were exa(5fc- 

^ of a Piece with thofe of 

le Englijh Con'vocation, The 

ook therfore being thus in 

Manner fuppreft and forgot, 

le Publication of it having 

n fix Years ago, and I not. 

ice maintaining the fame O- 

jiions in any other Writings, 

feeiji*d an uncharitable and • 

ineceflary Proceding to moft 

JOple, that after fo long a 

ime Ifhou'd be queftion'd 

J* .mere Speculations, which 

;pre0y juftify nooe of tl^e 

rntin^eiits J^Jd, tp my Charge, ^ 

lithe Confequences. of others. 
, ;? G beincf 

/ .■ 1 1. o 
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being by me deny'd, or frank- 
ly renounc'd where I did not 
forefee them. ■ But thofe of 
the lower Houfe have extraded 
feveral Fojitions out of it, that 
(as they affirm) are of daur 
gerous Confequence^ and tend- 
ing to the Subverfion of the 
(hrifiian Faith. ' I will by no - 
means go about to juftify eve- 
ry Thing in this Book, and the -^ 
Wonder is not fo great if ei- ' 
ther as to many of the Con- 
tents, or the Publication of the 
Whole, one of my Years and. 
little Knowlege then of the . 
World had bin too hafty, un- 
advised, and not thrply, fettl'd 
in all his Notions. lif we were 
a}l to be call'd to a ftriQ Ac*' 
count for the Follies, indif- 
cretions, Overfights, and O- 
miffions of our youth, I be- 
lieve 
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iicve I cou'd charge many of 
my Adverfaricg with much lefs 
pardonable Faults than any iii 
day Writings ; I cou'd not only 
coUedl a huge Store of erro<- 
neoufl Dp^irins fetr the Convo^ 
f§H9n to cenAiite!, but tikewi& 
^HedgvFa^ ^.^ ^eU{|6 Notion^ 
ivhicfo now theyjineijhffr.can n6t 

fn&off& to diefefidv Rut thi$ 
- beittg neither ; jaft nor Cbrifthn^ 
' t ieaiv^i .'it: to iSieh a# have ft^ 

ftm |>BepsT'd to acknowleg* 
wJdwtjsMT i huve don amif? in 
&eat: Bei^fojioroai any other Oc* 
cafiini c.whatiibeMer. I perufe 
hlr:wUh,!»s little partiality, d9 
ifi.it Wece .. w^ritten |?y ..any. irt 
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XIX. 



.... ,7 



; NEVERTHELESS -T muft 
not, nei^Jiet ought or can I, 
accufe my lelf ''^f • OpihiG»s I 
riever f)eli^v'd-irK>if' Hiaintairi*d , 
fuch zi Ar'iknifnt:^ Sotinianijm ^ 
or the like ; aiftd whatever may 
be untenable in the Book 
f which' We ^11 f^iaiioir ) I 
plainly'afftrt t'hat 6f thofe Po- 
^ifw«j cenfur'd bj thehw^Houfe 
fom are falfly feprefented, fbm 
are undoubtedly true, andttone 
fo bad 'a % they makel 'emV 
The- Detign imputed: to me.' in 
the whole I : utterly deny and 
renounce., as J have already 
largely:* 'don >towards ;thev.Bfc. 
gintiiog*bf V thisl^ifcgfurfe. .The 
iirft Propofithittii^ unfeirly iie^ 
prefentedj and bears a quite 
-i./..XiA cO difFe- 
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different Senfe in the Book. 

It is This. / conclude that nei- 
ther God himfelfy nor any of his 
Attributes^ art? .Myfteries to w Pag- 80. 
for Wmt : of an adequate Idea, 
Who .wou'd not think now 
but that I pretended to have 
gjiiAdequat Idea o( God, and 
that; 7 my fin it Capacity com- 
prehended all his infinit Per- 
re^ions ? But I wais in that 
Chapter pofitively proving the 
contrary, and (howjng that we 
kaew rjot the real Kflence of 
any Thing in the World, let 
alone of God: that Things 
were only known to us by their 
Properties, yet that we had 
^ot a dittind View even of all 
the Properties of any Thing at 
once : that every Pebble and 
Spire of Grafs, being in mmy 
of their Properties, and alto-^ 

G 5 ther 
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gether in their Effence, above 
our Underilanding , nothing 
ought to be peculiarly call'd a 
AiySery on this Account, fince 
every Thing wa? fo: and that 
th^rfore when we knew as ma- 
ny of thie Properties of any 
Thing as ma^le us underftand 
the Name of iiL and as were 
qfeful and neceflary for lis, this 
was enough for our prefept 
Condition, and we might be 
reafonably faid to comffrehend 
i^. Accordingly I atrknow* 
ledg'd there in exprefs Word* , 
that we know not the Jhture of 
that eternal SubjeSi or Ejfeme 
vherin infinit Ooodnejsj Love ^ 
KnowJege , Power , and Wifihm 
coezifl : and that as we knev^ 
nothing of Things but fuch of their 
froperties as were necejfary and 
L we migh$ (a\ th^ fame of 

(jQD ' 
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God ; for every AB of our Reli- 
gion is direBed bj fom of his Au 
tributes without ever thinking of 
his Effence : our Love to him ts 
kindTd by his Goodnefs^ and our 
Tbankfulnefs by his Mercy^ our 
Obedience is regulated h) his Ju^ 
fike^ and our Hopes are confirnt'd 
bj his Wifdom and Power, At 
laft from feveral Reafonings to 
this Purpofe, I conclude that 
nothiag is a My^ery becaufe we 
know not its Effence, lince it 
appears that it is neither know- 
able in it felf, nor ever thought 
of by us. In a word that it was 
too general a Notion, making 
all Things Myfteries alike ; 
wheras fomthing more parti- 
cular was intended by the Word-, 
fince one Thing was a Myfiety 
and not another. So I declared 
fny felf fixt in the Opinion that 

G 4 what 
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what infinit Goodnefs has not bin 
■pleas' d to reveal to us^ we are Juf* 
ficiently capable to difcover our 
fehes^ or need not underftand it 

all. But this in the Opinion 
of the lower Houfe^ is atheiftical 
and deteftable, dangerous, per- 
nitious, fcandalous, and de- 
ftrudive of the Christian Faith. 
Neverthelefs, I declare my felf 
under my Hand to be ftill of the 
fame Mind, that Things are 
improperly call'd Myfieries be- 
caufe we are ignorant of their 
Eflence, if we underftand fo 
many of their Properties as are 
neceflary orufeful: and who- 
ever infers from hence, that I 
pretend to have an adequat 
Idea of God, may as well charge 
the holy Scriptures with, faying 
that there is no God, or that 
Jesus Christ was a Winebib* 

bei' 
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ber and a Glutton : for ten 
thoufand Blafphemies and Ab- 
furdities will follow, either up- 
on taking a few Words of any 
Author without Ihowing their 
Connection with the reft of 
his Difcourfe ; or by cuUiiig 
Expreffions thit lie in diflTercut 
Places, and tacking 'em . toge- 
ther to make up a Propofitiod 
wherof the Writer never 
thoaght, Oil which: he may ex-' 
f^crat and abhor. . ' 



-^ 



XX.- 

A S for the Second Propqfi- 
tion^ I fliall here fet down the 
intire Paflage, and then ex- 
plain it. Revelation^ c. 1 7. v. 5-7. Pa. io<j. 
t/pon her forehead xooA a t^ame 
xcritten^ Mystery, Baby- 
lon THE GREAT, &C. And 
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the Jngel faid — / vp'iU teU thee 
'be Mystery of the vonum. 
This He performs too in the 
following Verfes, which yoo 
may confiilt Nor is it rni- 
deferving our particular No- 
tice, that Mystery is here 
jnaoe the diftinguiihing Cha- 
ni6ter of the h^e or anticbri* 
film Church. Mystery is a 
Name written on her forebegd ; 
that' is, all her Religion oon* 
fifts in Mystery ; She openly 
owns, She in joins the Belief 
of Mysteries. And,no Doubt 
on't, as far as any Church al- 
lows of Mysteries fo far it is 
antichrifiian ; and may with a 
great Deal of Juftice, tho lit- 
tle Honor ^ claim Kindred 
with the fcarlet Whore. 
This is crudely fpoken, and 
^ot ilri^y true, as fom of my 

- An- 
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Anfwerers have eiplain'd the 
yNotA Myjtery. The Scnfe that 
I oppos'd all along, was, when 
Mystery u maie to fignife a P^^-^- 
Thing of its own Natttre inconcei- 
vable^ and not to be judged of by 
our ordinary Faculties or Ideas^ 
tbo never Jo clearly reveaVd. This 
is the Refuge of the Fafip to 
defend all their abfurd or in» 
ccMKeivable Articles, and it is 
obvious to every Reader that 
I had their Notions very much 
in my View, which might lead - 
me fomtimes into Expreflions 
that were too general, as now 
1 take this Fojition to be ; for 
fom <rf my Anfwerers having 
difelaim'd that Senfe of the 
word Myfiery^ and profeffing 
that the Church of England 
means^ no more by it than a Do* 
(Iriiiwhcrin tho there appears 

no 
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no G}ntracli^ion, and that it is 
clearly underftood in Part, ypt 
that a great Deal of it is ftilJ a- 
bove our Comprehenfion, which 
we are bound to believe on the 
Credit and Authority of th« 
Revealer. In this oenfe my 
"Words are not true of the Re- 
fortnd Cburchsj and are only ap- 
plicable to Papiftsy Mahometans^ 
Heathens^ and fuch others. The 
Author of the Qccafional Paper^ 
Pag. 1 5. Num. ^. ingenuoufly owns that 

my chief Arguments are direSied 
dgainfi thofe who denote kf the 
word Mystery a Thing fo far 
above us^ that wemdo not at all 
conceive what is meant by it^ nor 
have any Notion of the Mattery 
and be believes 1 JhaU hardly find 
any in the Church of England 
that talk in fuch a Manner. He 

&y$, what I approve, that 4 

VoSirh 



Vindicim Uheriusl 93 

"Do^rin may be faid to he 2hovQ Pag.rtf. 
Rdafon when we can ' froin th^ 
Kevelaiion apprehend' it only in 
Part^ know fo much of it as may 
Unfiver the wife Ends of the Re- 
vdatiori ; bta for other Parts of 
it they ■. may he quite outi ; (^ our 
Reach dndahmie our Atfrehinfian^ 
fo that wt cannot form any clear. 
And '- diftinS Ideas of the whole 
DaBrihpaMfuch Points as thefe 
fj« chiefly what We call Myfte- 
ries in Religion. Afterwards 
he hopes we may ftill agree, 
Rr if l but grant ^ him fucb?ig'26* 
PMitts as the fe:^ where we^apprer: 
bend hut in Part^ hat however 
fo. mufb as may be of good Vfe 
and Service' ta uiy 'He will, ok 
bSi ' fide vgral^ i me -by reje&im 
aW\ J>d9rinf ■> of' • )mhich . hoe 'sati 
apprehend Nothings and of which 
we can make no Vfe. I do in 
iJjXX all 
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all Sincerity (hake Hands with 
this Author, acknowledging 
his Moderation and fair Deal* 
ing in the whole' Controrer* 
iy, which fhows him to lo¥e 
the Truth and not to hate 
a Man he took for his Ad- 
verfary, hot who is to be con* 
fiderM by him as fuch no lon- 
ger. Bdbre I have dtm I fiiaU 
yet further own what i hktt 
profited by his Information , 
and convince him, that the 
charitable Opinion he has more 
than once expreft of my In* 
tention, was not wholly with* 
out Grouiid ; nor cou'd this 
Difference Imve fo long fub« 
fifted, had others treated iikl 
in their Writings ¥dth th^ 
like Humanity and Cbufiim 
Temper. * 

XXL IT 
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XXI. 



IT was upon the fame Foot 
with the former Pro^fiion that 
I averted CoahadiEHm and My 
jhtj to be only two emphati- 
-cal Ways of faying Nothings as 
k evident from the Scope of 
Ae whole PafJkge, which nms 
in thefe Words : ^ The Stib- 
' jea of Faith nraft be inCeffi-'^** '34.' 
' gible to all, fince the Belief 
'^therof is commanded under 
' no lefs a Penalty thaii I^mJ 
^^ nation. His *W hdie&etb mi 
^JhaUhe damnd. But (hallany 
' fee daran*(l fer the Nonpar- 

* formance of Impoffifeitltifes^ 

* Obligations to believe do 
'therfore fuppofe a Poffibi- 

* Kty 'to under ftand. I fhow'd 

' before 



Terms ; 
as much 
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before that ContradiSfion and 
Nothing were convertible 
~ and I may fay now 

of MjfierJ in the 
Theological Senfe : for to 
fpeak freely OmtradiSion and 
Mj^ety are but* two empha- 
tical Ways of faying No- 
thing. ContradiSion expreffes 
Nothing by a Couple of Ideas 
that deftroy one another, and 
My fiery exprefles Nothing by 
Words that have no Idea at 
all. In like Manner is to be 
underftood the Fourth Pofi- 
tion concerning Faith ; and 
I fliou'd accordingly have cor*' 
redted thofe Paflages were I to 
make any further Editions of 
that Book. 



•^,' 
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xxir. 

■> 

THE laft Pofition is mifre- 
prefcnted like the Firft. Heres Pagi^}. 
enough to fhovp how Chriftianity 
became Myfterious, and how fo 
iiivine an Infiitution did^ thro 
the Craft and Ambition of Priefts 
<!»</ Philbfophers, degenerat in- 
h mere Paganif m. Thefe Words 
indeed are mine • but without 
attending to the Difcourfe im- 
niediaely foregoing (from which 
they aire a Conclufion) they 
niufl needs found harihiy to ma- 
ny good and pious Men, who 
may be Strangers to the Things 
wherof I treat in that Place. I 
tv^as giving a brief Account of 
the manifold Superftitions, my- 
flerious and ufelefs Rites, that 
the new-eonvcrted Heathens in- 
trodDC* J into the Chilian Re- 

H ligion. 
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ligion, which did a World of 
Injury to the plain Drcfs and 
beautiful Facility of the Goffel. 
They increaft by Degrees to 
fuch a Number that the Sacra- 
ments of Bapifm and the Lord's 
Supper were transform'd by their 
Means to Rites very different 
from their firft Inftitution. I 
mention particularly the Milk 
and Hony, the Undtion, white 
Garment , frequent Queftions 
and Refponfes, Salt and Wine, 
Lights, Exorcifms, Exfufflati- 
ons, and Croffings, added to 
Baptifm. By the fame Means 
did the Lord's Supper in fuccc- 
ding Ages grow up into the ab- 
furd and monftrous Dodtrin of 
TranfubftantiationA produce thofe 
fuperftitious Obfervations in 
public Tennarioe^ which brought 
it at length to privat Confeffjon 5 
and pointed to the firft root- 

fteps 
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Heps of that fpiritual Empire to 
which the Clergy have ere(5tccl 
themfelvcs in the Church of 
Rome. Of thcfc Ceremonies 
(bm are very iifclefs, fom very 
ridiculous, others very profane, 
a few of 'em very innocent, and 
all together very burdenfom, if 
not intolerable. I think ftill I 
had Reafon to fay that (uch 
Things never fail to take off the 
Mind from the Suhftance of Reli- 
gion^ and to lead Men into dan- - 
geiottsMifiakes'^ of which there 
IS the clearcft Demonftration 
from Popery^ wherin thofe and 
a great many other Ceremonies 
are daily us'd after the Manner 
of the Heathens^ and the pra- 
<5tical Part of their Religion dos 
fcarce confift in any Thing elfc. 
I did fay therfore that the di- 
vine Inftitution of Chriflianity 
did thus degenerat into mere 

H 2 Vaganifm 5 



'^ 



1 OD Vindicins L iberius, 

Paganifm; but this cannot af- 
fect any Church where Chriftia' 
nity is taught and pradtis'd 
without thofc Difguizes, where 
the holy Scriptures are made the 
only Foundation and Model of 
Religion, and where neither the 
Worihip nor Difciplin are o- 
verwhelm'd by thofe Ceremo- 
nies of Heathen or Jempj Ori- 
ginal. For my Part, I think the 
Church of Rome^ and fom Ea- 
ftern Se<5ts, to be in thefe Things, 
as well as in their Idolatry, 
Frauds, and Tyrannical Impo- 
(itions worfe than Pagans 5 and 
that their afTuming the Name of 
Christ, without imbracing the 
Purity of his Do(5trin, cannot 
be of any EfFe(5t to San<Stify 
their fuperftitions, no more than 
a Man who forcibly takes away 
the Goods of another is ever 
the lefsa Robber, becaufe he 

pre- 
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pretends to borrow them, or Ne- 
ro was the more a friend to Li- 
berty tho he was created Conful 
and Tribun of the People. 

XXIII. 

I 

I T was of the Clergymen who 
introduc'd andcountenanc't fuch 
Pra<5i:ices, and who fet up the 
moft abominable of all Ty- 
ranys in the Church, that I have 
fo frequently complain'd 5 but 
never againft the whole Order, 
as it fufficiently appears by the 
laft paragraph of the Preface , 
which being a full Vindication 
againft the Calumny of being 
their Enemy, I (hall tranfcribe ^^^' 5®* 
in this Place. * To all corrupt 
^ Clergymen who make a mere 

* Trade of Religion, and bu*ld 
^ an- un;uft Authority upon the 

* abus d Confciences of the Lai- 

H3 'ty. 
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ty, Tm a profeft Adverfary 5 
as I hope every good and wife 
Man already is, or will be. 
But as I Ihall always remain 
a hearty Friend 10 pure and 
genuin Religion , fo I (hall 
prcfcrve the highcft Venerati* 
on for the finccre Teachers 
therof, than whom there is not 
a more ufeful Older of Men, 
and without whom there cou*d 
not be any happy Society or 
well conftitutcdGovernment in 
this World ,• to fpeak nothing 
of ;heir Relation to the World 
to com, nor of the double E- 
fteem which they dcfcrve for 
keeping proof againft the ge- 
neral Infed:ion of their Pro- 
fcffion. But I have no Ap- 
prehenfions frotii the Sincere 5 
and if the defigning Party dif- 
cover their Concern by their. 
Difpleafurc, it may well feyvc 

'fot 
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' for a Mark to diftinguifli 
' them, butwillnot be thought 
* an Injury by Mc 

XXIV. 

AS for that Tofition which 
My Lords the Bifhops ex^radtecj - 
out of my Book, and which 
they look upon as the Founda- 
tion of all the Errors they con- 
ceive to be contain'd therin, 
I freely acknowlege that on ma- 
ture Confideration . it appears 
to my felf unwarily expreft, 
beydhd my Intention, and ( as 
the Author of the Occafional 
Paper juftly obfervcs ) contrary 
to other Paflages which are ve- 
ry clear and exprefs. It bears a 
Senfe I can by no Means ap- 
prove, no more than any Thing 
that is a direct Confequence 
from it. Inftead tberfore of 

H 4 faying 
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faying that Revelation tpas 
not a neceffitating Motive cf Af- 
fent^ hut a Means of Ihformati- 
Pag. 58. o«, I ought to have faid, R e- 
V E L A T I o N voas tiot oiily a necef- 
fitathg Motive of ^fent, butlikc- 
wife a Meafis of Information* 
The moft diftin(5t Ideas in the 
World are not a fufficient Ground 
of Perfuafion, for they prove no 
more then that fuch a Thin 
may bej but to be convince 
that it dos a(5tually exift, we 
muft have our own Experience, 
or the Authority either of di' 
vine or human Teftimony. This 
the Writer juft now cited evin- 
ces beyond all Difpute: Ther- 
fore after having thus correlated 
this Pofiticnj and whatever dc^ 
pends upon it, I declare' not- 
withftanding that I fhall never 
confent or contribute to any 
more Editions of that Book 
' ' (leaving 
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(leaving the Lower Houfe of Con- 
jfocation to anfwer for any fur- 
ther fpreading of it by reafon of 
the Noife they have made abou( 
it) neither will I defend what 
may be obje(5ted againfi it by 
any Perfons whatfoever, de- 
firing it may no longer be 
tonfider d as a Work I whol- 
ly approve, unlefs I wou d ftill 
Continue to b e five and twen- 
ty, and obftinatly juftify all 
the undigefted Notions, all the 
B.alhnefs and Indifcretions of 
fuch an Age. On the contra- 
ry, if I have really given any 
public or priyat Scandal by 
ihzt Book, if I have difquicted 
the Minds of particular Men, 
or difturb'd the general Peace 
of the Church, I ana truly fot- 
ky for it, and humbly beg Par- 
don for the lame of God AI- 
inighty and all good Men. I 
••' -•■ • ■• ■ ■ de- 
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defended my felf before from 
the horrible Charge of Atheifm , 
which is .not only the Denyal 
of God, but alfo of the future 
Exiftcnce and Immortality of 
the Soul, of the Rewards at^ 
tending the Good, and the Pu- • 
nifhments due to the Wicked j 
all which I ftedfaftly believe. 
I have no Doubts concerning 
the Excellence, Perfe<5tion, and 
Divinity of the Cbriftian Re- 
ligion in general as it is deli- 
vered in the holy Scriptures, and 
' I willingly and heartily con- 
form to the Do(5trin and Wor- 
ship of t;he Church of England in' 
particular. As to my Thoughts 
about our Communion with 
other Proteftants^ and the Tole- 
ration of fuch as dilTent from us, 
I have largely deliver'd em 
p^ before in Anglia Libera, and 
&£ fliall now infer t t;(ie Paffage here, 

to 
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to avoid the Repetition of the 
fame Things in other Words. 

xxm. 

* T H O Such as call their 
Religion under Examination 
do often differ in their No- 
tions about it, yet in all Con- 
tries of the World the great- 
eft Part of the People give 
themfelves up to the public 
Leading in divine Things as 
well as in other Matters 5 and 
this they do whether the ge- 
.nerally receiv'd Opinions hap- 
.pen to be true or erroneous. 
It were to be carneftly wi(ht, 
no doubt, that every Regi- 
on were free from Error, 
and had fincerely receiv'd the 
Truth i but tho Men deny 
themfelves this Happinefs by 
■ indulging their Vices, mind- 
ing 
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* ing nothing but their Bufi- 
' nefs, or for Want of Confi- 

* deration : yet Religion it fcif 

* is not more natural to Man, 

* than it is for every Govern- 

* ment to have a national Re- 

* ligion J or fom pubhc and 

* orderly way of worfliipping 
*GoD, under the Allowance, 

* Indowment , and Infpe<5tion 

* of the Civil Magiftrat. It 

* was the higheft Favour this 

* IlandcOtt'd receive fromHea- 
*ven to be delivered from the 

* intolerable Yoke of Popifb 

* Su'perftition, and to have the 
'•purer Worfhip of God im- 

* brac'd by the Majority of 

* the People. And tho Prote- 

* fiants in general are unhap* 

* pily divided among thcm- 
*.i^wes about fom Articles of 

* more or lefs Importance, yet 
^they are all agreed about 
ii -i * the 
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the main Points of Religi- 
on, and jointly abhor the I- 
dolatry and Tyranny of the 
Romijh Clergy. Wherfore 
(after the numberlefs Artifi- 
ces of the common Enemy* 
to encreafe their Divifions} 
I hope they are all now com 
to fo good an Underflanding 
and fo charitable a Difpofi' 
tion, as to allow, that altho 
each of 'cn> may think his 
own Difciplin and DoiStfin 
to be better than any of the 
reft 5 yet that, when he hap- 
pens to be in another Con- 
try, he may fafely join with 
the Protefiants of that place, 
without any Danger to his 
Soul or Scandal to his Pro- 
fcflion. But as to our own 
Kingdom in particular (where 
the different Sc(5ts are more 

» 

numerous Bodies, with Re- 

* lation 



•1 
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lation to one another, than 
inany other Place) the Natio- 
nal Church is much the beft 
Conflitution in it felf, natu- 
rally allows of a more ge- 
nerous Latitude than the p- 
thers, and is infinitly the moft 
accommodated to our Civil 
Government, which is a ma- 
terial Point in the Difciplin 
of every National Church. But 
fuppofing that any of the 
reft might equal it in thefe 
Refpe(5ts, yet being already 
and fo long eftablifht, it were 
the higheft Folly as well as 
Injuftice in the Government 
to change it on this Account, 
efpecially fince it has atleaft 
as few Errrorsas any other 
Church in the World. But 
I alfo declare that by appro- 
ving the National Churchy and 
owning my felf a Member 

*of 
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of the fame, I do not think 
it a Do(5i:rin of this Church 
to perfecute or difturb thofe 
of another Religion which dos 
not teach or pradrife any 
Thing that's cruel, immoral, 
or profane. The Liberty of 
the Underftanding is yet a 
nobler Principle than that of 
the Body, if this be not a 
Diftindtion (as they fay) with- 
out a Difference 5 and where 
there is no Liberty of Confci- 
ewfe there can be no Civil Li- 
bertyt no Incouragement for 
Induftry, no proper Means of 
rcndring the Contry popu- 
lous, no Podibility of Men's 
freely informing themfclves 
concerning the true Religi- 
on, nor any Refuge or Pro- 
tedtion for the Diftreft, whibh 
is the greateft Glory of free 
Governments, But as the Na- 
tional 
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tional Religion ought not 
opprefs the Vifenters from it 
in their Perfons or PofTefli- 
ons, nor to exclude 'em from 
an7 Privileges in the State to 
which they have a Right by 
Birth, Naturalization, or o- 
therwife 5 fo the tolerated Re* 
ligions mud maintain their 
own Teachers (their Diflent 
from the Public being volun- 
tary) and not pretend to the 
Places of Worfliip, or to the 
allow'd Maintenance, nor to 
any other Rights or Emolu- 
ments of the National Church, 
under Pain of being acco^n^ 
ed Hy pocrits grafping at Do- 
minion inftead of defigning 
Reformation, to have their 
Liberty taken away, and their 
Perfons to be put out of the 
Prote(5tion of the Govern- 
ment. But whatever Indul- 

*gencc 
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* gcnce may be due td other 

* Perfuatficrtis, Pafifls ought not 

* to be tolerated in any free 

* State, becauie they not only 

* deny Liberty to all others^ 

* ind pronounce 'em eternally 

* damn'd 5 but alfo bebauie 
•* they ite Stibjcdts to a foren 

* Head whofe Authority they 

* prefer to that of their native 

* Magiftrats, and th^i their Do- 

* iftriri* of Difppnfation IcaVps 

* *citt tinder no^ Tyes of Oaths 

* or other Ingagemcnts, as their 

* alfcmihg no Faith to be kept 

* trith/^er^/jV5,makcs 'eih incapjl- 

* bit of holding any Fellowfliip 

* ott the Scjuarewithfuch as arc 

* notreckon'd Orthodox by their 

* infajlibie Head, another Do- 
^ ^iti irtcbiififtent with all pri- 

* vat Faith at public Socie- 

* ty. Sad Experience has put 

I * thcfc 
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thefe Things beyond Quc- 
ftion in every Part of the 
World 5 and thcrforc they 
can never be too much con- 
fider'd by the States of the 
Refortnd Religion. We can 
never be too much put in 
mind of the Genius of their . 
Perfuafion, and what we are 
always to apprehend from 
them. Wherfore I hope I 
need not fpend many Words 
to perfuade Englifhtnen that 
Popery in general is an Ex- 
tra<5t of whatever is ridicu- 
lous, knavifli, or impious in 
all Religions 5 that it is Prieft- 
craft arriv'd at the higheft 
Perfe<5tion 5 that it contains 
peculiar Abfurdities , never 
known in any other Perfuafi- 
on 5 and that it is the mod 
infolent Impofition that ever 

' was 
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was made on the Credulitjr 
* 6f Mankind, isfc, ' 

THUS have I given arii- 
iile Satisfa<5tion, I hope, to all. 
^pbd Chrifiians wno are Lo- 
vers of Docility, Moderati- 
on, and Truth. I have like- 
vife kept my Word with the 
late Xoiper Houfe of Convocdtiorit 
having told 'eni in my firft Let- 
ter f which in my Second I laid 
fliou d be Part of my Vefence) 
that / thought my [elf fnore oh- 
ligd to miie in ReJdiioh tb th^ 
AnimaJverfions of a Public Bo* 
dy, than agdinfi any PriVa^ 
Perfon how confiderdble fd^er'i 
The Opinion of many PeojDk 
generally obtains more Weight 
than that of any one Man^ 

I i be<< 
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befides that I knew with whom 
I had to do 5 tP^heras a liame'^ 
lefs Writer may throw out at 
Random whatever comes in 
his Way without any Regard 
to Truth or the Merits of the 
Caufe : yet he is conceaPd 
from the Hands of Juftice and 
the Kcfcntments of his Adver- 
fary, which in Matters of Faift 
takes away his Credit with all 
Men of Juftice or Honor 1 
fince no Body is fecurc itota 
the Accufation of any Guilt, 
when the Reputation of his 
Accufer isnoniore to be known, 
than his Fer(bn is accounta- 
ble. Tis' fom Comfort if you 
have not a generous Adverfa^ 
ry, to meet with a confidera- 
jble one : 



Optat 
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.£at \ fee no Ground to chink 
the late Lomer ffeufe of Convoca' 
lion was freer frooiError.Pailion, 
or Jntereft, than the antient 
C(mncils^ and other EcdefiafiU 
/L§emblm^ of whofe Proced- 
jia:^ we are inform'd by HiAo- 
.ry, where we find that they 
Wfre often fummon d to ferve 
the Bnds of a Fac^bion or fom 
great Man $ and fomtimes when 
they were not, that there reign d 
among 'em a great Deal of 
icandakms > Partiality, indecqit 
Warmth, and cruel Animoiitie$, 
of p^rverfe; Contentions and 
Wr^nghngs, pf, mere worldly 
X>^(\^ '^nd j[Qtprcfj . which 
made the liTuejqf iiicn Aflcm- 

bjics feld^npi . to prove for the 

I 3 Good 
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and by the Writings of the moft 
eminent Reformers, that the 
Holy Gbofi dos not ncceflarily 
and extraordinarily prefide o- 
vcr every Synod., I (hou*d have 
abundant Satisfaction about 
it from the Procedings of 
the late Lower Houfe of Convo- 
cation, 



XXVII. 

t 

THAT I am not over- 
confident of my own Judgment 
is clear at leaft from this pre- 
fent Difcourfc, and I Ihall pay 
all reafonable Deference and 
Submiflion to the deliberat, 
ferious, prudent, impartial, and 
peaceable Deliberations of any 
great Number of Men 5 but yet 
without they inlighten my Un- 

I 4 der- 
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dcrdanding and convince qay 
Judgment, it is impoflible for. 
rne to give them my A^feqt JR 
perplcxt or dubious Matters, 
much kk to be fway'd in an^ 
Thing by their bare Authority 
againft the clear Perfuafion of 
my own Mind. As that excet 
lent Perfon Dr. Tillotspn, 
the late Arcbbijhop of Canter' 
bury, fays, It is neither ImmO' 
Jefty nor a culpable Singulari- 
tyfor a Man to ft and alone in, 
the Defence of the Truths in his 

Pag. 28. admirable Sermon concerning 
Stedfafinefs in Religion. In the 
fame Difcourfe he has thefc Ex- 

Pag. i8. preflions : If all the great M^ 
thematicians of all Ages^ A n.- 
c u I M E p £ 8, and £ u c L I D, and' 
Appoj.|.i.oniv>S» and' D i p» 
p H A N T p s, &c. cpud be, fup.' 
fmd to vieet togetJm in a Qkt 

neral 
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lieial Council, andfhouJ tbei^ 
tkcUr^ in the mpfi fohmu Man^ 
nfr , anJ give it unJi^r their 
H^ju^s and Seals ^ that twice 
two did not make four, bu€ 
five ) this woud not move me in 
the leaft to he (f their Mind* 
Nayli who am no Mathematir 
cian, woiid maintain the contr^- 
ry, and xpoud ferfift in it mtb- 
out heing in the leafi jiartl^dhy 
the pofitive Opinion of thefe great 
and Uarned Men : and jboud 
mcfi certainly conclude^ that they 
were either all of 'em out of their 
Wits, or that they were hyafs'd by 
ffi^ Itfferijifi Or other, and jfway d 
againfl the clear Evidence of 
Truth ^ and the full ConviSiion of 
^heir own Reafon, to ma^e fuch a 
^termination as this. They 
n^ight htdeedovct'Tulc the Point 
hy th$ir Authority, but in my ici- 

ward 
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ward Judgment 1 jhou^d ftill be 
where I was before. And to (how 
that a Man ought not to be 
put out of Countenance b)^he 
Name of a Churchy or be born 
down by the Number of a 
Council^ he cites the concur- 
rent Judgment of Mr. Hoo- 
ker in his defervedly admir'd 

Pag. 2 y. Book of Ecclefiaftical Policy. 

*<5* Altho ten thoufand General 
Councils (fays that mod learn- 
ed Divine) fhoud fet down one 
and the fame definitive Sentence 
concerning any Point of Religi' 
on whatjoever^ yet one dentin' 
Jirative R^afon alled^dy or one 
Teflimony cited from the Word 
of God himfelf to the contrary^ 
coud not chufe but overfway 
th^m all: in as much as for 
them to be deceivd is not . fo 
impoffibley as it is that demov- 

Jirative 
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firative Reafon or divine Tefii' 
mony jhottd deceive* And again, ' 
That the AiHbority'6/ Men fhoud 
prevail with Mtn^ eiWer "again fi 
or above Reafon^ is no^ fhrt of 
our Belief. Companies of Learn" 
ed Men^ tho ■ thej^ be never fo 
^reat and Reverend \ aire to 
yield unto Reafon y'- the weight 
i^herof is no Whit prejudiced by 
the Simplicity of the Perfon 
which doth alledg it 5 to, being 
found to be found- arid g06dy the 
hare Opinion of Men to the con- 
trary muft of neceffity ftoop and 
give place. This he conceives 
fo -be the Judgment of the 
Church of England as wdl as his 
own 5 fo did Cranmer, Jewel, 
Chii.lingwor.th, with the moft 
applauded and refpe<5ted Wri- 
ters fince the Reformation. I 
netd'fay no more to juftify this 



Defence of my felf 9gainft t\K 
bee hmr Houfe <>/ iO^fivocati^ 
$gainft the N4fr0tiw JrAWi* lup 
by their Oxdcr^iKl el«? Pftbli/b^ 
irr of the fame who \^ likcwile 
one of cbeir Members, and 

may \k prefuoi^d $o fpcak ^ h^ 

SenCb. Thek Prpc^sdinss a^ 
iinil my Book I conceive tOi 
ivc bin neitbo: fair ifl itheiw^ 
kivts, nor wananted by thej* 
own Privileges, .biU . e;K{H^tii)r 
againft 2:\St4htte 5 npc co infift 
again on the fatisl^dbion ofifer'd 
'em in my Letters, and thai 
none of the Pofii,iqm(%owcyq; 
Otherwife erroneous) were coi^ 
trary to any Law c^ shk 
Kealm. 




• ■ 

: ' win. 
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T H-U S I have dcm with: 
the Convocation j and fiiou'd 
have don: Writing, did I not 
think this a iSc Place to fet Peo- 
ple to rights about anothct t)b- 
jeAion whichte bih comn^ont- 
\f joirt'd to the Charge of fh- 
refy againf!: m^, >^hich' ii^, that 
/ atfi a great Cornmon-tpealths^ 
matiy the Truth whcrof I freeftr 
own, and value my k\i upon 
being fou Ever (ince I knew 
what it was to be a Membeirof 
civil Society, or t6 ccfncctn m^ 
fclf about the Nature of Go- 
vernment, I have bin whoH^ 
d evoted to the fdf evident Prin>- 
ciple of Liberty^ and at profcft 
Enemy to Slavery and drbitrary 

Power, 
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Power. I have always bin, no\iSf 
am, and ever (liall be perfuad- 
cd that all Sorts of Magidrats 
are made for and by the Peo- 
ple, and not the People for or 
by the Magiflrats : that the 
Power of all Governors is ori-* 
ginally confetr'd by the Society, 
and limitted to their Safety, 
Wealth,ahd Glory jwhich make*' 
tbofe Governors accountable 
for" their Truft: and confc^ 
qiiently that it is lawful to re^* 
fift and puni/h Tyrants of all 
Kinds, be it a fingle Perfon oi 
greater Number of Men 5 for 
the Cafe was juil alilce to the 
People of Denmark, (for Exam- 
ple) whether their Houfe of 
Commons had aifum'd an iin- 
limitted Authority to them- 
felves, or conferr'd fuch a Pow- 
er (as they did) on their King. 1 

atin 
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am therefore evidently and a-, 
vowedly a Common-wealthsman' 
Tis true, that in the late Reigns 
all thofe who cfpous'd the Li- 
berty and defended the Con-, 
ftitution of their Contry againft 
the manifefl Incroachments and 
defpotic Coiinfik of our jKijjgs,^ 
were hy the: .Court-flat tefcrs, 
and Peniioners hicknam'd Com' 
mon-wealths men, by which they ' 
infinuated 'eni to be irrecpn-^ 
cileable Enemies to regal Gor' 
vcrnment, and men, . who, if 
they did not defign a down- 
right Anarchy, yet were intirely 
for a democracy. That I anri of 
any fuch Principle Ipofitively 
deny, and aflert it to be a Ca-. 
lumny rais'd by fom of thofe. 
who were formerly more than! 
ordinarily remarkable in abbet-; 
ting and incouraging the de- 

ftru- 
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ftni<5bive Meafures of the Court; 
The coniraiy appears in cverjr 
Thing I ever vrotc, having ne- 
ver bin for a Vemocracji which f 
think to be the word Fornfi of 
a CommonrVfealfhy tho a thoufand 
Times better than anf Sort of 
Tyranny, In Anglia Libera^ I 
declare that / mean by the wet J 
Pag. 92. Common- wealth not a pure Be-' 
mocracy, nor any forticmar Forni 
of Government 3 but an indepefi- 
dent Community^ where the Con> 
mon-weal or Good of aU indiffer- 
ently is defigrid and purfu d^ let 
the Form be what it wiff. Before' 
this, in the Art of gotieir^ng by' 

Parties, I fully delivered' nay 
Senfe of our own and all other 
Governments in thcfe Worcfe. 

* All the World knows that Et^ 
Pag. 31.* land is under a free Gbretti- 

* nicnt, whofc fu{)rcme Ibgifla- 

* tivc 
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tive Power is lodg'd in the 
King, Lords, and Commons, 
each of which have their pe- 
culiar Privileges and Preroga- 
tives 5 no Law can pafs with- 
out their comn[K)n Authority 
oifi Confent $ and they are a 
mutual Check and' Balance on 
one another's Overfights or 
Incroachments. This Go- 
vernment is calculated for 
the Interefl of all the Parties 
concern'd) which are all the 
Inhabitants of England 3 
wherfore it depends on their 
good Will, and is fupported 
by their Wealth and Power. 
But in ahfolute Monarchy all 
Things are only fubfervicnc 
to the Pleafure or Grandeur 
of the Prince^ who thcrforc 
by Force of Arms maintains 
his Dominion over the Peo- 

• K *ple, 
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People, on whom he looks 
but as his Herd and Inheri- 
tance, to be us'd and difpos'd 
as he thinks convenient. In 
Oppofition to fuch arbitrary 
6ivemt»ents, thofe have bin 
call'd Cxtmmm wealths il^here 
the conuhoQ Good of all was 
indi£^ntly defignd and 
iHirfu'd. But tho'.they agree 
ia t^ir miun End, fet they 
often differ about the Means, 

L in the Names of their Magi- 
atoi^y and fom other Cir- 
cumdances. Thus the two 

': Kings q( Sparta had no more 
Authority than a EHike of 
Venke ; and th^ .Scadtholder 
of Halhnd has , more teal 

, -Power,, tho IcB State and 
Dignity, 'than, cither of 'cm. 
A Common wealthy when the 
Adminiftration lies in the PeO- 
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* pic, is cajrd a Democracy 5 

* Vfhcti tis foldy or for the 

* moil Part in the Nobility, 

* tis then an Arijiocracy ; but 

* vhcn tis (har'd between the 
" Commons, the Lords, and 

* the fupreme Ma gift rat (term 

* him King, Duke, Emperor, 

* or what you pleafe) tis then 

* a mixt Form, and is by P o- 
*i tjBius, and many judici- 
^ oius Politicians among the 

* Antients, cfteem'd the moft 

* equal, lafting, and perfc(5t of 
.* all others. In this fenfc Eng- 
*, land \% undeniably a Common- 

* vtiahh, tho it be ordinarily 

* ftil'd a Monarchy -^ becaufe the 
"^ chief . Magift;tat is call'd a 

* King. Such: as are afraid 
*6 therfore that England ihou'd 

* inccom a Covtmon-ipealth, may 

* be fufpcdxd; not to under- 

K 2 ' ftand 
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fland their own Language $ 
and chofe -who talk of ma- 
king it one, may dream of 
turning it into an Arifiocracy 
or Democracy^ but' can never 
make it more a Common-wealth 
than it is already. This is our 
admirable Conflitution. And, 
to bring no more Inftances, 
in the Preface to Hahrikgion's 
Life and Wcvki-, I fay, that if 
a Commonwealth be a Go- 
vernment of Laws enacted 
for the common Good of 
all the People, not without 
their own Confent or Ap 
probation $ and that they 
are not wholly excluded, as 
in ahfolute Monarchy , which 
is a Government of MeH 
who forcibly rule over <> 
thers for their own privat 
Intered : then it is undenia- 

... bly, 
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bly manifeft that the En^- 
Ufh Government is already a 
Common-wealthy the moft free 
and beft conftitutcd in all 
the "urorld. This was frank- 
ly acknowledg'd by King 

James the Firft, who ftil'd 
himfelf the great Servant of 
the Common-Wealth, and 

it is the Language of oqr beft 
Lawyers, 

XXIX 



THIS is the Senfe in 
which I own my felf a Com- 
mon-wealths- man, and in which 
I take England to be now a 
Common-wealth* This is what 
I mean by being a Whig, and 
what I have ever underftood 
from all thofe People call'd 

^ 3 Wbigs, 
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Jf^lyigs cither by themfelves, ot 
by their Enemies 5 and if any 
that ever v^as reputed a Whig 
has thought or a<5l;ed other' 
wife let the Fault reoiain his 
own, and not be imputed 
to fuch as difclaim all Pra* 
(5tifes incontinent with thdf 
Proftffions. If there be any 
who approve at prcfent what 
they condemned in the late 
Reigns, who envy thofe Pri- 
vileges to others which they 
juftly dcQianded then as the 
Rights of all Mankind, thefc 
were never truly concern'd 
for Liberty^ • but only wanted 
more indulgent Maftcrs, and 
fuch as wou'd be partial in 
their Favor, whatever Hard- 
ships they might lay on o 
ther People, For fuch Sort 
of Pcrfons ( whgeyer they 
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may be) I have nothing to 

% 5 
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But then let not the whole 
Party fuffer for the Faults of 
a few, nor the Mifcarriages. 
of any be made the Confe- 
quence of a Principle they 
difown or difgrace j I mean 
the Principle of a Common-, 
weaiths-matiy to which I am 
firmly refolv'd to adhere, and 
will openly defend fo Noble 
a Caufc tho all the World 
fliou'd defcrt or be afham'd 
to own it. From this Prin- 
ciple it is, that the Whigi were 
liQ lefs zealous and feafona* 
t>le in fetting the Crown on 

K 4 King 
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King Williams Head, than 
they have bin hearty and 
co'nftant ever fince to dc;- 
fend his Perlon, to fupport 
his Right and Dignity againd 
all foren or domeftic Ene- 
mies, and that they- are al- 
ways ready to pu^;^lim in a 
Capacity of maintaihing the 
Honor of the Nation, . of 
ailiding our Allies, and Pro- 
tC(5ting the Reform d Churches, 
A<5ted by the fame Principle, 
they have fo unanimoufly pro- 
moted and confirm'd the Ti» 
tie of her Royal Highnefs 
the Princefs Anne of Den- 
mar J^, to whom they have 
never . bin wanting in their 
Refpe<5ts on any Occafion, 
contrary to the malitious In- 
finuations of a certain Tribe, 
whofe detcftcd Caufc muft be 

upheld 
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upheld by Fallhood where it 
fails of violence : but the In- 
tereft of that illuftrious Prin- 
cefs has ingag'd her ( no 
Doubt) to ftudy the Con- 
ftituiion of this Kingdom 
too well to be deceived by 
fuch cbu^pfical Infamations 5 
and quCttionkfs fhe's better 
informed by her faithful Ser- 
vants than to believe the Whigs 
had ever any Thoughts to her 
Difadvantage, much lefs that 
they made indecent Refle<5ti- 
ons on Her in public Places, 
this being the moft notorious 
Calumny that cou'd be ut- 
tcr'd, and which they defy a- 
ny one credible Witnefs to 
prove. Nor needs flie require 
a better Demonfhration that the 
Genius of the People is in- 
cirely fixt in the Principle of 

Li" 
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Liberty y than the Endeavors 
of the Jacobites to perfuade 
the World that the Republi- 
cans have thrown away their 
c old Opinions, and that they 
have taken 'em up, which is 
plainly valuing themfelves (how 
undefervedly foever) onthofe 
l^ood Qualities which they 
have difcover'd to be accepta- 
ble to the Nation. And (he 
cannot be ignorant that none 
of thofe are ' fincerely her 
Friends who oppofe the Oath of 
Abjuration^ it being impoflible 
that any fhou'd favor her Title 
who fcruple renouncing that of 
the pretended Prince if Wales 
Cthefe being utterly irrecon*-- 
cilable and incompatible ) 
wheras the Whigs, were they 
fo madly difposd, cou'dnoif 
yiolat the Eftabliihmenr oi 

her 
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her Right, without ; unfetding 
all the OkGoirities they^ have for 
their preicnt or future Hap- 
pinefs, without unravelling all 
they have hitherto, defir'4 or 
obtain' d , without expofing 
themfelves to the Fury of their 
mod implacable. Jl^uemies, and 
without incurring the Hatred 
pfall the World for their 
palpable Hypocrify, in having 
fo much Refpe^^ to Perfons, 
and none at all to Things, 
And perhaps it is not unwor- 
thy her Highnejfes Confide- 
ration, whether fuch as endea- 
ydlr to poffefs her with thel^ 
pernicious Jcaloufies, hayp not 
a De%n to put her in good 
Earned on fuch Meafures, as 
may lofc her the Confidence 
of her beft; Friends, in a Way 
fufficient tp juftify their Con- 

dudb, 



140 Vindiciuf Liberius, 

dviO:y and yet not gain one 
of her Enemies to Mtify or 
maintain her Intereft. Tis 
from this fame Principle of 
Liberty that the Whigs have 
bin fo forward and adfcive in 
providing for the Succcflion 
of the Crown, and fettling it 
in the Proteftant Line on\the 
moft excellent Princcfs Sophia 
and her Iffue in the Houfe of 
Hanover i which is no Sign 
they are for a Democracy or 
Enemies to Kingly Govern- 
ment , this being the moft 
numerous princely Family^ in 
Ettrepe : and being Strangers, 
tis nt they (hou'd know, that 
all the Enemies to his prefent 
Majefly, or their Stfcceffion, are 
fuch as formerly paft for the 
grcatcft Royaliftsy and carry'd 
the Preference and Pretences 

of 
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of Monarchy fo high as to make 
its Original of Divine Right 
exclufive to all other Govern- 
ments ; wheras, fuch as were 
in thofe Days branded with 
the Name of Commonwealths-- 
men, are unalterably loyal to 
King William, and prc- 

par* d to facrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes in Maintenance 
of the Succcffion in the Pro- 
teftant Line againft the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales , and 
all other Pretenders, their o- 
pcn or fccrct Abettors. This 
is the naked Truth, and God 
grant the Perfons conccrn'd 
to make a right Ufe of it. 



JSlJilJL* 
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SUCH Sort of Men arc 
Bnglijh Refvhlicans , nor are 

they impcoperl/ di(iingui(h'4 
by this Denominatioin. * A 

Commonwealth, (ays C i- 
CERO, is the Common-weal 
(f the People^ when it is, well 
anA j^fth tuanagJy whether by 
M^'King, a few Nobles, or 
the whole People. But when 
tfje King is unjuji (.whom I 
tall a T.yrattt) or the Nobles 
art unjuji {ffhofe Combination 



* Rcfpublica Res eft Populi, cum bene 
ac jufte geritur, five ab uno Rege, five 
a paucis Opcimatibus ^ five ab univerfo 
K)puM. Cum vero injuftus eft Rex, 
(quem Tyrannum voco) auc injufti Op- 
timaces (quorum Confenfus Fa6lio eft) 
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is a Fa<5l:ion) or the People 
themfelves are unjuft (for n^hom 
I find no ufual Appellation 
iinlefs I caU 'em Tyrants) then 
it is not a faulty (Common- 
wealth, hut really none at all : 
for. it is not the Weal oi the 
People, when a Tyrant or u 
Fadbion difpofes of ^em j and the 
People tbemfelves are no longer 
a People when they becom a»- 
jnfiy hecaufe they are not (ac-» 
Coixlii^ as People arc defin'd 
by Legiflators) a Multitude 
affociated by Confent of Lawsy 



ixxl injiilltus !ple Populus Cciii Nomenu- 
litatum nullum reperio nifi uc ipfum Ty- 
rannom appelleni) oon jam yicipfaj fed 
6mnitlo nulla ke^nblica eft : quoniam 
not! Res eft Populi, com Tyranhus earn 
Fa^ove capeilat ; nee ipie Populus jam 
Populus eft ft fie injuftns,- quoQiam hoa 

and' 
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and a Communication of Ad' 
vantage. A Common- 
wealth therfore is the ge- 
neral Denomination of all 
free Governments^ and I think 
the particulat* Form of the 
Englifl) Commonwealth to be 
the beft in the World. Now 
I cxpeA fom of my Rea- 
ders will be ftartled at the very' 
Sound ofaCoMMON WE alt h, 
a Word they have bin taught 
to hear with Abhorrence, and 
to which from their Infancy 
they have bin accuflom'd 
to annex the moll dread- 



eft MuUitudo Juris Conlenfu & Udlicads 
Ck>minunione fi)ciata. 

Fragment. Cicer. ex lib. 3 . de Repub. 
apud Augullin. de Civ. Dei, I. 2. c 21.' 

fill 
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^\l\ Id^s o^ Aiarchyy Confufioh^ 
Levelling^ Sedition^ add a thou- 
jTand other terrible Things,: 
wheras it really fignifies Liber* 
ty and Order, equal Laws^ 
ftri^t and impartial juftice^ a 
wife and liberal Education : a 
fober and fi^ugal Management 
in privat Oeconomy , an up 
right and difinterefted Admini* 
ftratipn of the public Revenues j 
tl^e ilatural Soil of indufiry 9 
Wealthjand fpwel', of ingenious 
Arts aiid ufefui Invehtions ; a 
Nurfery of capacious, darings 
and gallants Spirits, an Exam* 
pie of noble and generous A* 
diods, a Promoter of great and 
glorious Undertakings ; a Place 
whiere the National Beiision i§ 
duly maintain'd arid pibufly ob-* 
ferv*d, with ail alldw*d Tolc'* 
ration to innocentDijfentetsJwh^t^ 

L Vic« 
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Vite is ftverdy ptltiifht (tho it 
cdii never be tdtdlly extirpated) 
wliferfe Virtue is amply indou- 
ragM ftho'itbeliilltKieOT^t^ft 
Recbiripente to it Mf) and 
^here the Merit of dejervihg 
Citi^hi bbtains thdr^ii6«bi:abl€ 
Chara*£ferS tod laftin| Monu^ 
niehtS after Deatftj which their 
own Modefty or the Envy of 
others might happen to de- 
ny 'etn alive, let fiich ar^ 
the T^ifiorance and PrejtidicfeS 
of foftfi Perfons, that when t?hey 

talk of the Commomveakh of 
England they mean the Time 
of our laft cwil Wars and fe- 
ven the Tyrannical Ufurpation 
of Oliver Cromwell : wh^iTas 
they might as well underftand 
^ the Cotnmonvpealth of Romcy the 
Tumults of CiNNA, Marius, 
or Sylla, the Contefts of XDje* 

SAR 
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. SAR and PoMPEY, of Octavius 
and Antony for the Monarchy, 
their bloody Profcriptions, and 
rpoft impious Treafon againfi 
their Contry, But (as I clear- 
ly demon ftra ted before) we 
XQ.ean by this Word the antient 
and prefent Conjiitution of Eng- 
land under King , Lords^ and 
Commons^ which is to all Ends 
and Purpofes a Commonwealth^ a 
Nanie we are not aftiam'd to 
own, nor will ever be comp^ll'd 
1;o quit.tio more than the Thing. 
And if after ^11 this, any fhou 4 
thiixk the Expreffion rioYd or 
improper, let hirpbe determin'd 
fby the better Ayithprity of Sir 
Thomas Smitp, one of the moft 
le^rap.d Me;> of his Time, 
.(prinpipal Secretary of ;State to 
Kiii^ Edw ARpthe V I. and like- 
. wii'e ,to Queen Elizabeth of 
immortal Renown) who on the 

L 0. En- 
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Enireaty of fom eminent Fo- 
reners, having written an Ac- 
coijint of the Englijh Govern- 
ment, which is higlily valu'd 
abroad as well as at Home, he 
has in the very Title juftly ftil'd 
It, The Commonwealth of 
Englani^. 

XXXI. 

I SHALL not give any more 
Troble to my felf or otKers 
by making this Apology much 
longer : for I am fo rar from 
being concerned at the frivolous 
Remarks or fcurrilous Treat- 
ment of namelefs, envious, and 
mercenary Libellers, that as I 
have never hitherto contributed 
to give them any Reputation 
by taking notice of their noto- 
rious Falfities, or thofe poor 

Storiies, 
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Stories, which, fuppdfirig 'em to 
be true, are very impertinent : 
ib I capnot but think the better 
of my felf to be abus*d in the 
20od Company to which I am 
join'd of late in all the Libels 
flgainft the Governftient, and 
which might teniit me to ima- 
gin I was as confiderable as 
a certain Lawyer wou'd needs 
make me, from whofe Family 
Sir William Jones has pro^ 
" pjiefy M the^ Le^rofy «/ Ehq-uettce 

.'Ihall nevdr depart. But all I 

have hitherto written or may 

"Write hereafter is fufficiently 

- c0nfuted,not by the old falhion. a 

Way of Jlpft Wbf</s and hard Ar- 

fuments^huthy the new fa(hio»d 
Method . of much RaiUtig- and no 
Beafinmg> My -Religion and 
,PoHtics:ire et«:nafly b3ffl'd:,:ari«i 
there's- no^Remedy l8r it, firiee 
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.thofe, who are refolvd to be 
in the Wrong if I am in the 
Right, have ftrenuoufly and 
learnedly aflerted that I am a 
Son of a Whore, that I am An- 
iichrifty that I had not a good 
Title to fet up a new Religion 
in Irelandwhere I have no Land, 
that at fourteen Years of Age 
I foretold I (hou'd be Head of 
a Se& before thirty and a 
greater Statefman than Crom- 
.wELL before forty, that altho 
my Enemies think me a Fool 
my Friends do nothing of Mo- 
ment without my Advice, that 
fcarce fix Men in the Nation 
being of all my Opinions yet 
I have a great many. Follower's 
among the modem Whigs^ and 
that I am the Head of all tlie 

■Artansy Socinians^' j^^s^ ^iid 
Infidels in the t^ree Kingdoms. 

' , * - T 




I Q^ght tp b^g Pardon' -^^i^ 
pea^iag (^ch poofeniicai ^si^ 
^©fitemti We Stuff, b^jt 1 ff^ 

i^rpfity pf foHi Mert Tsw^pef? 
3.ri4 f He Form id^bkycipfe qf tf^ejif 

Mfy if )1 ibpu4 ^erioi^flj^ go a- 
'bputto^ri9iveag3ii# hi\% M^^t 
thefCloatl^ An.K/Jbidi I weiU^to 

:wdwti)mJ^9^d: but ^li^s ^f- 
.jSyrming ,i.^p iiqvief • ,^ M^y.) 

that ithey Awece.>bpugi>t v^j-ij-h 
3tp v^y :: iM^n^«: ;^^p.if tatipQ .in 

tbeiie\fqfpii5*aii^ ' Jtiiii^ , .IfVppi 

to di^M^' »f ijtiipjfjtgsfe as 

. •'■: " L 4 "Matter 
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Matter) yet, without a coi^- 
ftaht iPrinciple and Prai^ice a- 
gainft France^ I ihou'd not think 
$ny Credit fecure even by an 
'j0 of a Farlament : for do we 
|iot all know that it was made 
penal by an AB of farUment^ 
to fay King Charles H. was a 
Ptfpf^, when njiich the great- 
eft Part of the Nation werie 
convinc'd of the Contrary, and 
that if he was not guilty he 
needed no fuch Law to ftop his 
Subje6ts Mouths ? Attd wai not 
Sir Thomas PiLKiNioaroN in an 
Action of Scanddtm M^snaitum 
fin'd a I ooooo Poifhds^, ror fay- 
ing the late King JAiiES (when 
Duke of tbri^>'Wir'a Va^Ot^ 
\vhich feirv'd but to make -all 
thofe believe *the Thing who 
inight doubt 'of it b^ijiif Biit 
perhaps it will be pbje^ed iibre 
' ■■ •''■•; ''.'"* that 
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that I fail in Point o£ Gratitude, 
(inqe certain Perfons were late- 
ly gr(>wa fo tender to me of a 
fudden, as to do all they cou^d 
to conceal my receiving of fom 
foren Gold ; and when it coi^^d 
no longer be kept a Secret thro 
my own Folly ( as the Recei- 
-veri of Frend? Gold will call it ^ 
and the Officioufnefs of my 
Friends, then they endeavor's 
•to extenuat the Crime, affirmr 
ingly boldly (at which they 
are the beft in' the World) that 
it was all Silver gilt ; and when 
this Excufe was rendered vain 
by the Weight of the. Pieces 
and the extraordinary 'Finenefg 
of the Impreflkns, they kindly 
fupposM they might be bought 
by ray felf , ,tho on an)r other 
OccafiG^n they: wou*d-i^ot albw 
me ' to have Moay 1 ;or Lands. 
TheiJe) every Body may xemera- 

ber 
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ber, were the Turns their Ma- 
lice and Envy gave to thok gold 
Medals which their Hi^meffes the 
EleOrefs Vovfager and Sie£/f<9or 
of Hanover were pleas'd to pre* 
fent to me as a PrincelyAcknow- 
legement for the Book I wrote a* 
bout the SucceJJion^ in Defence lof 
their Title and Family. Nay^ 
fo (hamdefs were the fame Pe»:r 
ibns that they reported I washa- 
fiifht the Court of HanofueryhO' 
fore Larriv'd indeed in the.Con- 
try, for preferring (no Doubt J 
the Proteftant Line:to the pretend- 
ed Prince ofWales^znd for efpou- 
ifing the EhShrdi^ou&j .agaiiift 
their Treacheiy^ Bigottcy^ and 
Corruption. But after This x^s 
9ontradi6ted :by all the Letters 
from theooe, they , ventured Ao 
giveout^thatmyLoridMACxx£&- 
yiBLD wouUi)^ fee'me ctiiere, 
which -^^ certiain JiGeQtiepisui in 

Surry 
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Surrey fwore to one who did not 
believe him to be true of his 
own Knowlege, for that he had 
heard it in Garraway% Coffee- 
Houfe ; yet the contrary is 1» 
manifeft,tnat no Friend I have in 
the world couM niote effeftually 
recommend me than, tny Lord 
had the tjo'odtiefs to do particd« 
larly tqher Bighnejsy ^o befides 
thofc Medals (Svhich my Eiie- 
mies wo\i'd be gfed tb have On 
a lefscredita'b'le Account ) con- 
dercerided tb giVe me likeWife 
the Figures of her lelf, the £/e- 
Bor^ the yduhg Prihce, and of 
her iWajiy?;/ the Qaeeii of Pi'wjRi, 
knowing; the extijiiordinary Ve- 
neration and Affe^ibti I hate 
for the whole'Fahii|y^^na'Urhi(^h 
their eoilfpictjoiis ' Virttres will 
)utbey6ha alf SwQiitibti of Fkt. 
jeij.^ Nbrts itbucif itiy Bifre- 
! to feiUj'tfor TOih afty 

' ' ' ' Fear 
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Fear of their Enemies, that I 
have not yet publifht my Ohfer- 
vations on that G)urt and Con- 
try, the CharadJers of the chief 
Perfons, the Nature of the Go- 
vernment, the particular Ac- 
count of My Lird Maccles- 
FiELo'sReceptionand Entertain- 
ment,and the great Honors paid 
to the whole EngUjh Nation ; but 
fuch Reafons have oblig'd me 
to keep thofe Papers yet in my 
Clofet, as will juftify my Con* 
du^ when ever there (hall be 
Occafion for Printing them. 
My JLorflf treated me all the while 
in that Court, and afterwards 
in HoUattdy with greater Kind- 
nefsand Confidence than Icou'd 
, b^ any Means pretend to Me- 
i rit ; he was fo much niy Friend 
9s to reconlmend and pr^fent nie 
at Loo to the^ King, who is as 
much belov'd and rever'd by the 

Princes 
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Princes I had the Honor to fee 
where, as the beft of them can 
be by their own Subjects. But 
my particular Lofs in his Lord- 
Jhtfs Death muft be join'd with 
that of his Contry in one that 
was inviolably true to its Inte-* 
reft, and fincerely zealbus to 
promote its Welfare abroad as 
well as at Home. As for hid 
good Opinion or Intentions, I 
refer my felf to Ey-witnefled 
, that wou'd fcorn to ly for mine 
or any Body's Service, My Lord 
Sea and Seale, my Lord Mo* 
HUN, Captain Tyrrell, and tHi 
Reverend Mr.SANoVs; appeal- 
ing more efpecially to the laft 
for my Behavior and Conduct , 
withRefpeft toReligion or Md- 
rali ty, and giving hiin my hea r- 
ty Thanks in this^^ place for all 
his good Advice, which, i hope^ 
he will not thitik w!iolly thrown 
av^y. XXXII. I 
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XXXII. 

I H A V E mention'd thefe 
Things to fhow that it is no 
Wonder I fliouM be mifrepre- 
fented in nice Speculations or in- 
tricot DeduSiions by fuch as will 
venture to contradi^ Matters of 
FaB publicly known in fo ma- 
ny Places and to fo many Peo- 
ple, and which it is fo evident 
I do not affect to relate here 
out of Vanity, that I (hall make * 
no other Apology for it, but 
i S4m. ji^gf Qf David to his aiigry Bro^ 
*^' ther , // there not a Caufi? How 
often have the fame Set of Men 
pofitively attributed Books 
to me, of which they well knew 
I was not the Writer, tho at the 
fameTimethey valu'd tiiemrelves 
for the Zeal in their Anfwers 
againft me on this Account / 

■pop 
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God be prais'd I am fully con* 
Vinc'd the true Religion ap- 
proves notjof thefe wicked Pra* 
dices ; for if it had, I wou'd 
xeally dlufe to be of no Reli- 
gion (as my Enemies falfly re-» 
port ) tiiatt be guilty of fuch 
aifhpnorabie and inhuman A' 
aions, and I declare that I 
wou'd rather at any Time be 
the ObjeSk than the Author of 
the like Calumnies. Once for 
all therfore I tell my Adverfa- 
ries and Anfwerers (as I did 
on another Occafion * ) that I 
was feafible before I wrote, I 
cou'd not efeape the Difojea'- 
lure of three 'Sdrt?s -oi Perfons : 
fuch as -tire refolvM to be angry 
^t -WhatlSVetldo.; fuch\as'hei^ 
liier ri^hily uhdef ftand 'mfe' nor 
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any Body elfe ; and thofe, who, 
without any partjicular Spite 
againft an Author, yet to get 
a Penny will pretend to an* 
fwer any Book that makes a 
confiderable Noife or Figure. 
Therefpre i find my felf ob- 
liged beforehand to difclaiin all 
Explanations made of my Mean^ 
ing, beyond what is warranted 
by the exprefs Words of my 
^ook;' having conftantly in* 
deavor'd not only to write in* 
tellibly, but fo as that none 
can poffibly mifunderftand me. 
I renounce all the Defigns that 
may be imputed to me by fuch as 
are fo far from being admitted 
into my Secret, that they were 
jaever in my Company ; but I 
(pecially aifown whatever is 
(aid by thofe who firli prefumef 
to divine my Thoughts^nd then 
to vent their owii rain Codje- 

^ures 
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^res as my &tidoubted> Ojl^t 
Mons^. I flight their Artifice , 
wlte, when unable to obje^ a- 
gaihft' ^he Point ia Queftiooj 
F^b6r to" ingage.tfteii* AdVeyfai- 
in Mafders 'wholly b^fide^ 
ie Piitpofe ; and, when their 
E^afibfir have nicy better ?br> 
tune than their Attacks, fkllto 
railing ggainft his Perfon be- 
caiife they Cannot cohfiitd his 
AVgtrmthts. I am as miich a- 
^ bove the Malicfe of fom, - as they 
*ai'e bSov^ my ReferitmeAtSj 
and r tvoti'tfat^ahy'TimeiihUfS 
to be rather the Objeft of Aeif 
finyy,' tfiati of tWeir I%^or. - I 
kndW tft^t' to ehte^prlze arfV 
Thing xMt of thec^ommoii- Rd^a 
is to undergo undoubted tin vy 
or Peril; and that he, wlio ii 

ri6t }3mmM't^oiir'*d'^ urn 

M great 



1 62 Vindicius Liber ius. 

great or beneficial Exploit : yet 
tis no fmali Incouragement to 
me^ that, from the Beginning 
of the World to this Time, not 
a (ingle Inftance can be pro-* 
duc*d of one who either was or 
wou*d be eminent, but he met 
with Enemies to his Perfon or 
Fame* 

V 

TO CONCLUDE ther- 
fore f being now arriv*d to 
Years that will not wholly ex- 
cufe Incqnfideratnefs in Re- 
folving, or Precipitance in Act- 
ing) 1 firmly hope that my 
Peffuafion and Pradlice will 
ihow me to be a true Cbrtfiian^ 
that my due Conformity to the 
public Worlhip may prove me 
|9 be a good Churchman^ and 
(hat my untainted Loyalty to 
King William will ai^ue me 
i'. to 
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to be a ftancb Commonwealthf- 
man ; that I (hall continue all 
my Life a Friend to Religion^ 
an Enemy to Superftitim ^ a 
Supporter of good KingSy and 
{ when there's Occafion) aDe- 
pofei: of Tyrants. 

T/t nt cede AUiis^ fed ctmr* mdtmier it»,'\ 
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Fhiloponus , Joachim , and 
Qentilis ? We defire him to 
anfwer to the Reafons in our 
Books againft the Trinity of 
the Tritbeifts : but to thefe he 
faith not a Word, but only fells 
upon Mr. ToL AMD'S Book, in 
tmich or for which we are not in 
the leafi concerned; nor do I 
think the learqed and ingeni- 
ous Author will hold himfelf 
to be interefted to defend that 
Cbriftianity not MyHerious which 
his Lordmip prefents us with. 
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BOOKS Sold by Bernard Lintott, at 
the Poft-Houfe in the Middle- 
Temple'Gate,FIeetftreet, London^ 

■ 

THtLife ofjohn Miiton^ containidg^ be- 
fides the Hiftory of his Works, feveral 
extraordinary Charafters of Men and Books, 
Sefts, Parties, and Opinions. 

Amjntor : Or, A Defence of Mihon^s Ufe : 
Containing, I. A general Apology for all 
Writings of that Kind. II. A Catalog of 
Books attributed in the primitive Times to 
Jefus Chrift^ his ApojlUs^ and other eminent 
Perfons ; with feveral important Remarks and 
Obfervations relating to the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, III. A complete Hiftory of the Book^ 
entituPd, Icon Bafilike^ proving Dr. Gduden, 
and not King Charles I. to be the Author of it^ 
&c. with Reafons for abolilliing the Obferva- 
tion of the thirtieth of January. 

The Militia Reformed ; or an eafy Scheme 
of furnifhing England^ with a conftant Land 
Force^ capable to prevent or to Subdue any 
Foren Power ; and to maintain perpetual 
Quiet at Home, without indangering the 
public Liberty. 

The Ltfe of James Harrington^ (the cele-'. 
brated Author of the Commonwealth qf 
Oceana ) prefixt to his IVorks^ fom wherof ne- 
ver before Printed. 

The 



Tffe ^^t of Gwermim ij Pdrtks : pkrUd^t 
Jjirly, in Religion^ in Politics^ in Farlamem^ 
on the Btnch^ and in the Mini^rj ; with the 
iH Eflfedts of Parties on the P^/^ in general^ 
the /C;^^ in particular, and all our Faren Af^ 
f^ts^ as well as on out QttJdt and Tr^de^ in 
Ff#w or WV, 8wc. 

AnglU Literd : Or , The Umiidtion and 
Succe^ion of the Crown of EngUmd explain^ 
and afTerted , as grounded on his Mdjeftfs 
Speech, the Proceedings in Parldmenty the 
Deiires of the People y &e Safety of our Reli-- 
gion^ the Nature of our Confiitutionj the Ba* 
hnce of Eeerofey and the Rights of all Mdn- 
kind. 

L Reafons for addrefling his Mdjefiy to in- 
vite into Ej^ldffd their Highneirefs,the£/?^ey} 
I>owager and the EieiforM Pri»ce of Hdmn/er ; 
and likewife IL Reafons tor Aitaintifig and db^ 
yering the pretended Prince of Wdlesy and all 
other pretending any Claim, Right, or Title 
from the late King "Jdmts and Queen Mdrj ; 
with Arguments for making a vigorous War 
againft France j 

PdTddoxes of State , felating to the pre- 
&nt Jun£hire of Affairs in EngUnd^ and tht 
nGioiEtirofe \ chiefly grounded on his Ma. 
jefifs princely, pious, and mpil gracieiK 
^ecki 



